
 

 
 
“God is the best listener!  You don’t need to shout or cry out loud because  

He hears even the very silent prayer of the sincere heart.” 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 The “SCCCW Traveling Workshops” are going very well!  I recently 
attended a workshop with presenters Joan Mack and Barbara Birds.  These 
ladies are truly an inspiration in their commitment to Council as past        
presidents and their love for Council sisters.  They continue to guide us in 
the best practices for growth, leadership and service in such a spiritual way!  
The history of our organization is reinforced to remind us of our beginning, 
the present and what we can do as Catholic women in the future.  One of the items that has 
been taught during these sessions and that struck me close to my heart is the importance of 
being good leaders in the Church, having a smile for everyone you meet, being a good listener, 
compliment others, tell your story of faith and be approachable!  Isn’t that the message of God 
to love all people and have an open heart just like Him?  In this month of February when we   
celebrate “Love”, let us work to greet people with the love that is in our heart.  Be a friend, 
bring a friend and your days on this earth will be much more rewarding.  Together we can work 
to truly make a difference in the world!   

 The Columbia Deanery is very busy preparing for the SCCCW 2017 Convention at the    
Columbia Marriott (South Carolina) March 24-26, 2017.  Detailed information on the convention 
is in this newsletter.  The ladies have been working hard to make this event very special for all!  
Come in early to participate in the “Eat, Drink, and Be Creative” fun night at the Columbia     
Museum across from the hotel on Thursday night!  The convention will have enlightening    
workshops with fantastic speakers!  Our Bishop Robert Guglielmone will be celebrating Mass 
on Friday and we have the pleasure of having the National Council of Catholic Women          
president, Sheila Hopkins as our guest!  I look forward to seeing you there to gather with our 
Sisters in friendship, faith, celebration and of course Love!  

Blessings and love, 
 

Marlene Grover 
Marlene Grover, 
SCCCW President 
843-283-4445 
scccw.correspondence@gmail.com   
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The meeting began with Father Fabio Refosco, CO and SCCCW Spiritual Advisor, as our Celebrant for Mass.  Father       
always has a great message for us in his Homily and you can read it on page 3, “They are out of their minds!”.  Following 

Mass, we begin each meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance and President       
Marlene Grover calls the meeting to order. 
 
You are well represented at every board meeting 
by your deanery president who prepares a       
report of the actions of the affiliates along with 
deanery projects.  Make sure to read about the 
achievements throughout the state on pages     
15-21.  Feel free to contact the deanery          

president for further information about a project you may be interested in implementing in your 
own deanery or affiliate!   Remember— When we share….we GROW! 
 
Juanita Henry, Columbia Deanery President, 
presented a report on the final plans for the 
upcoming 87th Annual Convention from 
March 24th-26th, 2017, at the Columbia      
Marriott Hotel in Columbia, SC.  See pages        
6-14 for all of the information, including the 
Registration Form, Thursday Night Activity (for 
those arriving early), and Tentative Agenda. 
 

Make sure to send  in your Honors and            
Memorials requests, page 12, if you would like to honor or remember a special person during the 
Convention Mass.  Follow the instructions on page 13 to place an ad in the Convention Booklet.  (This 
could be an ad from a business, church, school, or a congratulatory ad from a deanery, affiliate, or 
member regarding your Catholic Woman of the Year, a special person for their dedication to Council, 
or to the SCCCW for the 87th year of service!) 
 
And, lastly, the Columbia Deanery is sponsoring a Community Outreach project for local homeless 
men and women.  See page 14 for a list of items they are collecting, if you would like to participate. 
 
 
 

 
Before the meeting               
adjourned, President 
Grover asked everyone to 
write down 3 words that 
inspired them and we took 
this photo!  Try this activity 
at your next meeting! 
 
Looking forward to seeing 
you in Columbia! 
 
Pat Webb 
Publicity 

Winter Board Meeting 

2 

SCCCW President Grover 

Juanita Henry 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 “They are out of their minds! 
 
In the Gospel reading for today the crowd follows Jesus as he goes home.  Who precisely these 
people are is not so clear. 
 
Earlier, Mark noted that “those who had diseases were pressing upon him to touch him”.         
(Mk 3:10).   Unclean spirits even fell down before Jesus and shouted, “You are the Son of 
God” (Mk 3:11).  In the Gospel, people now claim that Jesus is out of his mind.  His relatives come to his rescue.  They go 
out to restrain him. 
 
Working for any organization, agency, institution, charity, council, in fact, working for the Kingdom of God is not an easy 
task.  We can be misunderstood and even persecuted. 
 
Family support is a great help in carrying out the mission.  God has given us a bigger family, not defined by blood        
relationship but by our common faith.   
 
By virtue of our baptism, the Catholic Church is our new family. 
By virtue of our care and love, the Council of Catholic Women is our new family. 
By virtue of our commitment, the SCCCW Board is our new family. 
 
In this era, who wants to abide to anything communal that increases our stress and give us headaches and impels us to 
think about the other rather than self? 
 
We do! 
So people say, “They are out of their minds!” 
People said the same thing to Jesus, “He is out of his mind.” 
 
This makes us see how important it is to insist on the rights of everyone and not only those of individuals.  Pope Francis 
says that our human poverty invites us to stay humble and intricately connects us to our sisters and brothers. 
 
Blessings from the Eternal City, 
 
V. Rev. Fabio Refosco, CO, VF 
Spiritual Advisor” 

A Message from the SCCCW Spiritual Advisor 
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“Infuse your life with action.  Don't wait for it to happen.  Make it happen.  Make your own future.  Make your own 
hope.  Make your own love.  And whatever your beliefs, honor your creator, not by passively waiting for grace to come 
down from upon high, but by doing what you can to make grace happen... yourself, right now, right down here on 
Earth.”       
 
Dear Fr. Fabio and SCCCW Sisters, 
 

In this new year, this quote can inspire us!  Yes, God’s graces are wonderful, but don’t wait for His tap on the      
shoulder or whisper in your ear.  After all, we may not be listening.  Bless the people around you with graces, love,    
mercy and kindness.  Listen to them in their time of need as well as in their time of joy.  Be an example of the wonderful 
person that the Lord has made you to be!  You will be surprised at what can happen. 

 
I am looking forward to spending time with you on Saturday, January 21 as we move forward into 2017.  Your        

reports are always a show of inspiration to our group.  Below are some of the things that I have participated in since our 
last meeting on November 12th. 

 
 The SCCCW Fall Packet was mailed out on November 14, 2016.  We will discuss it on the 21st. 
 The November 16 Webinar sponsored by Catholic Charities, USA – “Post-Election Overview and Primer for 115th 

Congress”.  This was a valuable piece of information on what to expect in government for 2017.  If anyone is           
interested, I can email the presentation to you.  Just let me know. 

 December 2 – I met with Kelly Kaminski of Catholic Charities in Myrtle Beach.  I was interested in knowing how the 
organization has changed throughout the state with its policies and procedures.  Individual offices now concentrate 
more on working with other organizations to pool resources for projects to help those in need.  By doing this, they 
are finding that their events are stronger, more profitable and helping more people.  Why go it alone?  It was         
fascinating to hear about the different organizations that are working together to build community.  I left her              
information on SCCCW and an Individual Membership form.  I hope she joins.     

 On December 3, I attended the SCCCW 2017 Convention meeting at St. Martin De Pores.  The Columbia Deanery is 
moving forward to make this convention very special for us! 

 December 17 – I attended the Traveling Workshop in Rock Hill Deanery at St. Anne.  Although it was a very cold day 
many interested women came out to learn more about Council.  Joan, Barbara, Jeannette, Carol and I were excited 
about the enthusiasm from the group.  This is a wonderful program of information, insight and history! 

 December 18 – I attended the Bishop’s Christmas Party at the Chancery building.  What a beautiful party during the 
Christmas season to be with others who support the Diocese and Bishop Guglielmone.  He is very thankful for the 
work of SCCCW.  I received a personal thank you letter from him.  SCCCW’s Strategic Plan to communicate more 
with the Diocese has grown.  We have his total support.  

 The Traveling Workshop scheduled for Saturday, January 7 in Greenville had to be rescheduled due to bad weather 
and icy roads.  The new date is February 11.  Susanne Wolfe will give an update on what is planned for the day.   

 January 11 – I participated in the NCCW Membership Call.  The topic was on the UN and led by Theresa Boscia, 
NCCW representative to the UN.  An extremely informative conference call.  Be sure to link into the monthly NCCW 
calls.  The speakers are excellent and information shared worthwhile!  

 Sympathy cards were mailed to Harriet Condon, her son Joe Condon passed away after a long illness with cancer 
and Lisa Summerlin for the loss of her sister who passed away suddenly.  Keep them in your prayers. 

 January 12 – There was a Conference Call with Barbara Birds and the other Province Presidents from Atlanta and 
Savannah.  It was so nice to talk with these ladies in between conventions.  A lot of information was shared.  Barbara 
will update you on the call.   

 January 13 – I attended the annual Catholics for Freedom of Religion dinner and meeting.  I congratulate Carol Jean 
Walters on her dedication to the cause. 
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President’s Report 

Author Unknown  
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 January 15 – I attended a Vesper Service at the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist in Charleston to observe papal      

honors given by Bishop Guglielmone to the following people.  The program from the Vesper Service will be        
available for you to look at on the 21st.  A reception at the Chancery followed.  

 The Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice Medal bestowed for distinguished service to the Church and Pope. 
 Father Nicholas Capetola, C.R.M.; Father Frank Palmieri, C.R.M.; Sister Pamela Smith, S.S.C.M.; Deacon 
 Andre Guillet 

 The Ordo Gregorianus or Order of Saint Gregory bestowed on individuals in recognition of their Service to 
the Church by meritorious labor, support of the Holy See, and the good example set in their communities 
and country at large. 

  Joseph P. Riley, Jr. former Mayor of the City of Charleston 
  Jean Hoefer Toal retired Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of South Carolina. 

 The Benerementi Medal bestowed upon laity and clergy by the Pope in recognition of diligent service to 
the Church. 

  Kathy Schmugge, Diocesan Director of the Office of Family Life. (See photo below) 
 “Chaplain to His Holiness”, which comes with the title of “Reverend Monsignor” bestowed on a diocesan 

priest for service to the Church that has far exceeded the call of duty. 
  The Reverend Monsignor James Leblanc, pastor of St. Andrew Church, which is my church in Myrtle  
  Beach. 

 
 

Future meetings: 
January 24 - Convention Committee meeting in Columbia 
January 28 – Beaufort Deanery Meeting 
February 4 – Pre-Convention meeting 
Mail Call to Convention around February 7 
February 11 – Greenville Traveling Workshop 
February 25 – Convention meeting 
March 3 - Women’s Conference at Prince of Peace in Greenville 
March 24-26 – SCCCW Convention in Columbia 

 
In closing I look forward to meeting with you this Saturday, January 21.  Safe travels …   

 
In Love and Peace, 

 
 

Marlene Grover 
SCCCW President – www.scccw.org  
843-283-4445— martini53@sc.rr.com   
 

Kathy Schmuggee, Diocesan Director, Office of Family Life, 
receives The Benemerenti Medal from Bishop Guglielmone 
at The Cathedral of St. John the Baptist in Charleston on 
January 15, 2017. 

http://www.scccw.org
mailto:martini53@sc.rr.com


 CONVENTION THEME   -  “Voice of Hope, Blessings, Mercy and Love!” 
 
 DEDICATION  -  “For our nation as it experiences a time of transition to end all discrimi-

nation, to bring unity, hope, mercy, and love for the good of all the people!” 
 
 PROJECT  - “Diocesan Missionary Team” 
 
 The Most Rev. Robert E. Gugliemone will celebrate the SCCCW Convention Mass on Fri-

day, March 24th, at 7:00 P.M. at the Columbia Marriott Hotel.  There will also be a Mass on 
Saturday, March 25th, at 4:30 P.M. 

 

 Hotel reservations can be made NOW.  (See page 7) 

 
 If you would like to come in on Thursday, March 23rd, we have entertainment scheduled 

at the museum across from the hotel. (See page 10) “Eat, Drink and Be Creative!”  
(Formerly known as “Art Uncorked”.  The program was adjusted due to unforeseen chang-
es.) 

 
 Speakers -Sheila Hopkins, National Council of Catholic Women President 
 -Judy Hehr, host of weekly radio show, dynamic spiritual motivator and speaker 
 -Michael Acquilano, Director of the SC Catholic Conference 
 -Beverly Kennedy & Vicki Bourus, Co-Executive Directors of the Family Justice  
  Center 
 -Diocesan Missionary Team, their mission is to reach young people “on the 
   ground” in their parishes and Catholic schools.   
YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS ANY OF OUR SPEAKERS! 
 
 If you want to honor or remember a special person during the Convention Mass, see page 

12 for the Honors and Memorials Form. 
 
 The Columbia Deanery is sponsoring a Community Outreach project for local homeless 

men and women.  (See page 14) 
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SCCCW 2017 Convention 

 
SCCCW 2017 Convention Highlights 
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Deanery Corner  

If you are interested in any of the events listed by the Affiliates, please contact the appropriate Deanery      
President for more information.   

 
BEAUFORT DEANERY: 

Holy Family Ladies Guild, Hilton Head; St. Anthony’s Catholic Women’s Club, Walterboro;  Women of St. 
Francis By the Sea, Hilton Head; Women of St. Gregory the Great, Bluffton; and Women of St. Peter’s 
Parish, Beaufort 
 
President: Teena Manzira (emanzira@yahoo.com) 
 
President has been out of the country. 

 
 

 
CHARLESTON DEANERY: 

Blessed Sacrament Women’s Guild, Charleston; St. John’s Ladies Guild, N. Charleston; St. John the         
Beloved Women’s Club, Summerville; and St. Patrick Women’s Guild, Charleston. 
 

President:  Beverly Buford (bufordbeverly@bellsouth.net) 
 
  
 

Spirituality (Church, Legislative) 
 October 22, 2016, we attended our first SCCCW Retreat. The theme was “Mercy, Peace and Responsible               

Citizenship” held in Charleston at the Diocese of Charleston Pastoral Assembly Hall with an attendance of 35. 
 We are near the end of our 2016 Deanery Project Contributions to the Homeless Veterans in transition.  St. Patrick 

Women’s Guild completed in October, Blessed Sacrament Women’s Guild completed November, St. John Ladies 
Guild completed December and St. John the Beloved Women’s Club will end in January of 2017.   

 Elections of new officers for the 2017 year was held 
 
Service (Family, Community, International) 
 Our service project is ending in January 31, 2017.  Our new Deanery Project for the 2017 year is “My Sister’s 

House” a shelter for women and children facing domestic violence. 
 
Leadership (Organization, Membership) 
 An event is being planned to invite women from other parish to a meet and greet and reintroduce the SCCCW. 
 
Publicity 
 In December 2016, our first newsletter went out to all the members.   
 Recognition of Affiliates 2017 Catholic Women of the Year and we introduced our SCCCW Charleston Deanery 

2017 Catholic Women of the Year 
 Our Winter/Luncheon meeting was held on January 15, 2017 and hosted by St. John Ladies Guild with a total of 53 

ladies and guests in attendance. 
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We are near the end of our 2016 Deanery Project Contributions to the Homeless Veterans in transition.  St. Patrick     
Women’s Guild completed in October, Blessed Sacrament Women’s Guild completed November, St. John Ladies Guild 
completed December and St. John the Beloved Women’s Club will end in January of 2017. 

Blessed Sacrament Women’s Guild participates in 40-days for life, prayer chain, provides monthly dinners at Hope 
Lodge, food for Home-Works, volunteers at the Soup Kitchen and donated supplies to the VA for our homeless veterans. 
St. John Ladies Guild donated supplies to the VA for our homeless veterans, continuing to give donations to the African 
Education Outreach, HALO, and provides lunch for seniors at ECHO house. 
St. John the Beloved Women’s Club donated supplies to the VA for our homeless veterans, works of mercy, participated 
in right to life, and Shrove Tuesday. 
St. Patrick Women’s Guild provided dinner for the volunteers of Home Works, School supplies for Our Lady of Mercy 
Outreach, lunch for seniors at ECHO House, collected food for the Low country Food Bank, and donated funds to Medical 
University Craniofacial Department  to help purchase 20-Cleft Lip Bears.   
 
As we move forward for 2017, we are preparing for our 2018 SCCCW Convention.  
   
 

 
COLUMBIA DEANERY: 
Corpus Christi Catholic Women’s Group, Lexington; St. Joseph Women’s Society, Columbia; and St. Mar-

tin de Porres Rosary Altar Society, Columbia 
 
President:  Juanita Henry (jhenry1@sc.rr.com) 
 
The members of the Columbia Deanery have been very busy in the last months continuing to meet and 
make plans to have a successful 2017 Convention.  Individually, the affiliates have worked within their      

individual organizations to be a visible entity in their parish community.  Listed below are highlights from each of the    
affiliate activities for 2016 – 2017. 
 
Corpus Christi 
Meetings changed to 2nd Monday with new officers taking over in August instead of January. 
Host food and decorations for K of C dinner 
Backpack Kids school supplies drive 
Planning for Italian dinner 
Host Columbia Deanery meeting and luncheon in September 
Valentine’s Bake Sale at all Masses 
Rites of Election reception 
Easter Egg Hunt 
RCIA Reception 
Confirmation Class Pizza and Ice Cream Social 
First Holy Communion party for communicants and their parents 
1st Annual Tea and Fashion Show   
Host Priests Deanery Lunch 
Christmas Party at Country Club for CCCW including gifts for Cancer Kids 
Parish Outreach – monthly offerings of prayers 
Mass cards when required, blankets for extended illnesses and meals when required 
Plastic Bags – monthly collection of empty plastic bags delivered to Lexington Interfaith Community Services 
Children’s Mass Booklets – items kept and replenished in a hospitality basket in the women’s restroom in church.  The 
basket contains diapers, baby wipes, women’s sanitary items, tissues and lotion 
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St. Joseph Women’s Society 
The biggest project of the year is the fall sale held the weekend before Thanksgiving.  Crafts, casseroles, jams and 
baked goods are offered for sale.  The work begins in June with invitations to both members and ladies from the 
parish being asked to participate.  Cooking classes are held to prepare casseroles for the sale.  Fifty-seven hundred 
dollars was raised to provide gifts for the parish and their designated outreach projects.   
Members participated in All Souls Memorial Mass and Reception where they not only participated in the Mass but 
prepared a wonderful reception for the parish. 
Members wrapped gifts from the parish giving tree, decorated the Christmas tree, and decorated the church for 
Easter 
Packed Snack Packs 
Cleaned the church 
Laundered the church linens 
Prepared lunches for bereaved families 
Belk Charity Sale 
On January 15, 2017, the annual tea will be held.  All women in the parish are invited  
On March 3, 2017, SJWS will provide soups for the parish Lenten soup supper    
A Lenten retreat for women of the parish will take place on March 11, 2017 
Actively involved in preparing for the SCCCW 2017 convention 
 
St. Martin de Porres Rosary Altar Society 
Decorated church for religious seasons 
Lead and prayed the rosary together before mass once a month 
Purchased new cassocks for altar servers 
Held a sharing and prayer circle for breast cancer survivors 
Held prayer breakfast with motivational speaker  
Provided “31 Days of Prayer Reflection before Election” 
Book study on Catholic topic of interest attended and presented by Deacon Leland Cave 
Attended ecumenical prayer service with Church Women United 
Participated in Mayor’s Walk against domestic violence, Youth Pro-Life Rally, Catholic Day at the Capital, Black      
Heritage Festival in Charleston, Right to Life Walk 
 Provided microphones/sound system for children’s Christmas program, volunteer at St. Martin School, supported 
CCD class project by providing shoeboxes 
On-going Projects:  After mass fellowship 
Celebration of Dads, Grads, and Retirees  
Belk Charity Sale 
Home visits to sick and shut in 
Community soup kitchen once a month 
Prepare and serve for repasts 
The highlight of the year‘s activities and continues to be an ongoing successful fundraiser is their Mother-Daughter-
Sister-Sister Luncheon.  This luncheon has become an annual event held in March and brings together over 200 
attendees to celebrate the Rosary Altar Society successes.  The International Cinco de Mayo celebration is also           
a highlight of the parish activities. 
To continue to keep activities and member participation in place, the leadership of the organization hold an annual 
planning retreat for all members during the summer. 
 
The members of all three affiliates stay very busy and involved in the work of their respective parishes.  It continues 
to be their goal to involve all interested women in the work of their society and the South Carolina Council of       
Catholic Women. 
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GREENVILLE DEANERY: 
St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Women’s Council, Greenville and St. Mary’s Catholic Women’s Club, 
Greenville 
 

President: Susanne Wolfe (susanne.wolfe12@gmail.com) 
 
 

DEANERY NEWS: 
The Leadership Workshop scheduled for Jan. 7, 2017 had to be cancelled due to the weather.  It is now                 
rescheduled for Feb. 11, 2017.  Anyone interested from other Deaneries is invited.  (Contact Susanne for complete 
information.  See email address above.) 
 
Our Deanery Meeting took place on Sunday, Jan. 15, 2017 at St. Mary’s Catholic Church.  There were 22 members 
and 2 guests present.  Three Deanery projects are underway and each was presented with details of when, where 
and how they are to be completed.  1. Purse Project:  we have collected some 25 pocket books and are filling them 
with toiletries, creams, nail polish, pens, notebooks, scarves, etc.  These will be given to women in transition at 4 or 
5 different non-profits who service these women in our area  The plan is to take these to the women personally, 
visit with them, and say a few prayers with them if they wish on Valentines Day. 
2.  Help change the world with your spare change:  affiliates will ask members and parishioners to collect their 
spare change for a month or so and then donate it to the Deanery.  The Deanery will send the money collected to 
NCCW for the WUCWO project to drill wells and provide water to those in need. 
3.  Easter food baskets to be prepared by affiliates to donate a dinner to needy families on Easter.  A brief prayer 
service will be given for each of the families as they receive their basket.  This is based on a Polish tradition of     
Easter Basket preparations. 
Preparations for the Convention were reviewed and discussed.  The Greenville Deanery is bringing a basket for the 
market place auction.   
The Deanery Pilgrimage to Irondale, AL is April 28, 29 and 30th, 2017.  We will be visiting the EWTN Studios, Shrine 
of the Most Blessed Sacrament, the Ave Maria Grotto, and surrounding area.  We have 52 people attending this 
wonderful event.  Much work has gone into the planning and details have been shared with the participants.  Our 
Spiritual Advisor, Deacon Joe Sanfillippo is part of the trip and will lead us in prayer and discussion. 
 
AFFILIATE REPORTS: 
St. Anthony:  Hosted a Traveling cards fundraiser.  Two members will be going on the ESPWA Orphanage Haiti    
project trip in February.  They hosted the October parish picnic.  The Prayer Shawl Ministry continues to meet 
monthly with prayer and knitting and crocheting of shawls for the McCall Hospice House.  Hosted a bake sale/
bazaar in November.  In December they held the annual parish adult Christmas Party and invited the men’s club to 
join them.  They provided boxes of food for a Christmas dinner to families from the parish.  They are planning a 
prayer breakfast on Jan. 28th, 2017 from 9AM to 11AM.  Janice Mathis is the speaker. 
 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church: 
Rosaries for Life are recited prior to the Monthly Meetings in cooperation with 40 Days for Life.  The Friday morning 
Bible Study members also pray the Rosary every Friday morning for the end of abortion.  The December bake sale 
and ornament sale was very successful this year.  A Valentines bake sale is being held on Feb. 4 and 5th, 2017.  The 
members will be providing soup and sandwiches after Stations of the Cross held at the Church every Friday of Lent.  
This is a very popular program supported by the Parish.  A Spiritual Retreat is being considered at Mepkin Abbey in 
the coming year.  A Blood Drive was held at the Parish in December that was arranged by The Women’s Club.  The 
Family Commission is working on a Father/Daughter event.  They are hosting a Birthright Dinner/Baby Shower at 
Gallivan Hall in support of Birthright this spring.  SMCWC provided a “Chili sundae” event for the youth groups of 
both St. Mary’s and St Anthony’s for joint fellowship and appreciation 
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MYRTLE BEACH DEANERY: 

Our Lady Star of the Sea Women’s Guild, N. Myrtle Beach; St. Andrew Women’s Club, Myrtle Beach; St. James     
Ladies Guild, Conway; St. Mary’s Council of Catholic Women, Georgetown; and St. Michael Women’s Guild, Garden 
City 
 
President: Marcia Boyer (mombny@yahoo.com) 
 

Our Lady Star of the Sea – Celebrated their 40th Anniversary in December 2016.  The mayor of North Myrtle Beach    
presented a proclamation to OLSS. There they gave a donation to the Family Justice Center and donated a quilt to be 
auctioned at one of their events.   
Weekly visits to local Nursing Home residents to bring cheer, the Holy Eucharist and say the Rosary 
Attend Mass and Benediction on first Friday before monthly meeting. 
Participated in the NCCW’s  Year of Mercy 
Subscribed to the Catholic Digest for local incarcerated women and sent audio version of the Bible to military   overseas.                                                                                                    
Donations to: Holy Trinity Elementary School, Boys Scouts #888, Our Lady Star of the Sea Outreach, Our Lady Star of the 
Sea Parish, Grand Strand Citizens for Life,  Hezekiah Movement (Rehabilitation Center),  Relay for Life (plus a team to     
represent the affiliate), Knights of Columbus for the local golf Tournament.   Staffed the Parish Gift Shop.  Met each 
month with newcomers for breakfast and orientation to our Guild activities.  Participated in ‘Box of Joy’, a NCCW 
Project;  and held a Christ Child Shower for the Felician Center in Kingstree, SC.                                                                                                                
Moved to email for the Newsletter to members, but still mailed to those without email.  Also allows for Eblasts 
communicating urgent issues to our members.  
In February they will host a Card Party with proceeds to Mobile Meals of North Myrtle Beach . Baking for our annual 
Fish Fry during Lent.   Hosting a “Vintage Wedding Dress Fashion Show” on April 29 to benefit the Family Justice Center. 
Palm Sunday Bake Sale proceeds for Mercy Hospice, and in May they host a breakfast for the First Communicants.  May 
ceremony processing and crowning our Blessed Mother.  First Communion and Confirmation gifts are given to the      
children of our Parish 
 
St. Michael – In November the affiliate had a Bake Sale and served refreshments for the new confirmands. December 
they provided refreshments for the children who participated in the Christmas pageant, congratulating them on a job 
well done. Shoe Boxes were given to St. Cyprian parish, as well as 75 stockings for children of St. Cyprian.  The ladies of 
St. Michael are still participating in Million Works of Mercy, Prayers for the Seminarians, support the Family Justice    
Center, and welcomed and provided food for the Newcomer Social.  A new program, Prayer Hugs, was started.  Each 
person puts their name in a basket, everyone picks a name, and then prays for that person all month.  The next month 
the process is repeated.   
 
On January 31, they will provide refreshments and pins that say ‘Jesus Loves Me’ to the children participating in First 
Reconciliation and First Communion.  
The group is hosting a retreat on January 30 for $10.00.  In March they will host a Card Party and on May 21 a Guild 
Communion Breakfast. 
 
St. Andrew – In December they participated in a Christmas Bazaar selling poinsettia plants, baked goods and a drawing 
for a quilt.  Member Irena Rozycki donated a portion of her profits from the sale of her book at the bazaar to the WC.  
They held a Christmas Party in December and donated layettes to the Coastline Women’s Center.  Fr. James LeBlanc will 
be receiving the honor of Monsignor on January 15.  They are hosting the Church Women United meeting on Jan. 21 
and Deanery Retreat on Feb. 24.  CFFR Chair, Carol Jean Walters makes rosaries and holds public prayer each month to 
promote religious freedom. 
 
St. James – The ladies continue to collect bottle caps and soda can tabs.  They maintain the Church garden and            
participated in the celebration for St. James Feast Day.  The affiliate adopted a child from Columbia, Louis and members 
write to him in the name of the affiliate.  A water buffalo was purchased.  Members continue to support the               
Seminarians and donated $500 in honor of a member’s daughter who was in need.  Members participated in the Prison 
Ministry, hosted Repasts, and provided lunches for the Alpha Program. 
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November was the annual Rummage Sale which netted over $4000 with most of these funds donated back to St. 
James.    We presented Papal Vicar, Fr. Timothy Akanson, with a “welcome” cake and held a reception following our 
meeting.   We had committed to doing three “boxes of joy” being sponsored by a sister affiliate, however, due  to the 
generosity of members, we were able to double that commitment. 
December was our Christmas get-together at the Coastal Ale House where we partied and ate, held a gift exchange 
and enjoyed being together.  We did a little business, as well.  The Board chooses a “Volunteer of the Year” and the 
recipient this year was Joyce McIntyre.  She was presented with a certificate and a small gift thanking her for all the 
help she has been this past year.  We also voted on our nominee for Woman of the Year, Helen Tatarsky.  We also held 
our Christmas Cookie Sale netting over $900.  We approved small monetary gifts for the maintenance staff at St. James 
who are always a tremendous help for all our occasions. 
 
2017 
Hosted the Deanery meeting in January. 
Preparing meals for attendees at the “Alpha” program being held at St. James for eight successive weeks starting        
Jan 25th 
Our much-anticipated Italian Feast is scheduled for Feb 18 
Day of Recollection is scheduled for Mar 11 
We hold a Palm Sunday Bake Sale each year 
 

 
 
ROCK HILL DEANERY: 

All Saints Women’s Group, Lake Wylie; St. Catherine Women’s Organization, Lancaster; and St. Mary Rosary & 
Confraternity Society, Rock Hill  
 

President:  Jeannette Altenburg (jeannette.altenburg@gmail.com) 
 
 

 DEANERY NEWS: 
The Deanery held a board meeting on Dec. 17th to revise and ratify the Constitution and By-laws prior to a follow-up 
Leadership Workshop facilitated by Barbara Birds and Joan Mack at St. Anne’s Church.  We felt the roles of the officers 
needed to be clearly defined and appreciated the guidance from Marlene Grover.  Joan Mack and Barbara Birds have 
been invaluable in guiding us as we develop our deanery into a viable organization that will bring Spirituality, Leader-
ship and Service to all we serve.  We felt the true spirit of the Lord present and the sisterhood of the SCCCW guiding us 
as we tried to clear up some misunderstandings.  The roles of the officers were clearly defined.  Marlene explained 
how she was available to all groups of women working toward a universal, peaceful, and successful organization whose 
mission is to accomplish God’s work.  The aid of these wonderful women truly was and is priceless and inspirational 
and no words can express our deep gratitude.  We will move forward one step at a time in harmony.  Carol Lintner and 
Jeannette Altenburg provided lunch for all attendees.  The meeting was well attended by several new members—Nan 
Armstrong from Divine Savior and several new members from All Saints Women’s Organization.  I was unable to stay 
for the entire morning but was told how much the ladies appreciated the program. 
Members of the Deanery will make Christmas Nail Ornaments to be included in the Conventional packets for 
attendees.  Date not yet confirmed. 
Will send invitations for the retreat to all affiliates.  We will vote on our Deanery Project at the next meeting.  The    
Children’s Attention Home has been nominated as the recipient. 
 
St. Catherine’s Women’s Organization :  Our Treasurer, Marianne Paradise was still in Hawaii and will resume her     
duties upon her return.  Carol Lintner opened the Rock Hill Deanery bank account in her absence.  Marianne will be 
preparing a power point presentation on World Youth Day and is available to speak at affiliate meetings. 
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All Saints Women’s Organization (ASWO):  Janie Davis, a member of our Spirituality Committee, led a Healing      
Rosary for the parish and ASWO members.  She has organized 33 days of consecration to Jesus through the           
Immaculate Heart of Mary and Fr. Augustin will celebrate Mass and a consecration at the Rock Hill Oratory on      
Saturday, Dec. 10th.  ASWO will receive the names of members of our newly formed Youth Group so that we can 
pray for them by name.  Name cards will be given to all members.  These names will also be added to our Prayer 
Journal.  We will work with the youth of the parish in the Tickle the Tootsie campaign. 
 
Carol Lintner, Deanery Secretary, will once again chair the Box of Joy program for 2017 and will increase participa-
tion to parishes within the Diocese.  We are hoping to have 1500 boxes bless the children in  countries that are in 
need.   At the request of Cross Catholic Outreach she continues to collect undergarments, school supplies, and soap 
for Haiti. 
 
ASWO will donate $500 to Clover Assistance and help feed the homeless in Clover.   Julie Hall, daughter of Deacon 
John Hall, is planning a Mother/Daughter Tea discussing chastity and two retreats for Middle School and High 
School students.  
 
We will assist in the Natural Family Planning workshop with Kathy Schmugge by providing refreshments and       
sending out invitations for the NFP program to be held at All Saints Church.   Kathy was presented with the Papal 
Blessing Award in Charleston (in Jan. 2017) for her work for the Diocese and Families in need. 
 
St. Mary Rosary and Confraternity Society:  Several members attended the Leadership Workshop at St. Anne’s and 
helped in formulating and ratifying the By-laws.  They assisted in the Fall Revival by acting as lectors, singers, and 
readers.  The also donated gifts for the poor at Christmas and held a birthday party for Jesus with the children of 
the parish.  The ladies prepared and served meals at funerals for church members and members will be attending 
the 2017 SCCCW Convention in March in Columbia, SC.  Plans for 2017 are to make gift baskets for fund raisers. 
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SPIRITUALITY:  Church and Legislation 
LISA SUMMERLIN, CHAIR 

(Charleston) (summerll@musc.edu) 
 
LEGISLATION:  Yvonne W. Pygatt, Columbia Deanery (yvonne.pygatt@aol.com) 
 
As we thank God for allowing us to see yet another year there are so many things we are to be grateful for. As 
women of the SCCCW, our mission continues to be Spirituality, Leadership and Service. One of the ways we 
serve is by  empowering others through leadership and making sure our Sisters in Christ and church members 
are aware and educated on legislative issues relative to our faith.   That being said, since my last report in     
November 2016, I am pleased to share the following:  

 
I participated in a Webinar: Post Election Overview and Primer for the 115th Congress held on November 16, 2016. This 
was sponsored by Catholic Charities USA, and was led by Ron Jackson, Lucan Swanepoel, Lucreda Cobb, Senior Director,    
Policy and Legislative Affairs and Andrew Bostmancis, all staff of the National Office of Catholic Charities. This webinar was 
most informative as it provided an overview of the election results and forecast on what to expect from the Congress and the 
new administration during the early days of the 115th Congress. 
 
I also shared Information with Board members and Deanery Presidents to pass on to all members regarding the Freedom for 
Life Speaker and SC Catholic Youth Rally for Life which was held January 6 and 7, 2017. The Rally began with a march to the 
State Capitol Steps. Several churches were represented and carried banners. My very own parish, St. Marin de Porres, youth 
and adult members also participated in the Rally.  
 
In conclusion, as always, I will continue to share information as made available from Michael Acqualino, Director of SC       
Catholic Conference. In the meantime, I look forward to hearing about and sharing all the wonderful things we are doing in 
the name of COUNCIL! 

 

 LEADERSHIP: Organization, Membership, Website, Newsletter and Publicity 
        JOAN MACK AND BARBARA BIRDS, CO CHAIRS 

     (Both from the Charleston Deanery)  
 
                                        ORGANIZATION, MEMBERSHIP AND WEBSITE: 
 Joan Mack                        Barbara Birds                                                                                                                                                  
(joanmack09@knology.net)                                                                         (birdb@musc.edu) 

 
 The SCCCW Membership Team revisited the Rock Hill Deanery on December 17, 2016 for a follow-up board  training and 

information session for unaffiliated parishes.  The request for this gathering came from Deanery President, Jeannette   
Altenburg and her Executive Committee. 

 
 The January 7, 2017 workshop that was scheduled for the Greenville Deanery is rescheduled for February 11th due to 

hazardous weather conditions. 
 
 The Charleston Deanery Membership Team has asked the SCCCW Membership Team to assist in the planning of a      

membership recruitment event that will bring in new affiliates and reach out to parishes that have dropped out of the 
Deanery Council.  The event will be held in early March. 

 
 The Membership Team will meet with Deanery Presidents at the upcoming convention for information sharing and       

fellowship.  They will be asked to share information on membership recruiting efforts from the past year; discuss their 
growth challenges and successes; and what additional goals can the SCCCW Leadership Team offer to help them reach 
their recruitment goals. 

 
 The Team prepared a Financial Report for Phyllis Atkins, SCCCW Associate President with an account of the Leader-

ship/Membership Recruitment Initiative (Traveling Workshop) since it was re-launched on October 11, 2014.  Phyllis has      
applied for another grant from the Sisters of Charity to help fund the state-wide project to help grow the organization. 

Commission Corner 
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We recently celebrated the coming of Our Lord’s birth and now we look towards the reason for our Lord’s life here on 
earth…to die for us and save us all from our sins 
Throughout the year, think how you can serve others. The service we can do doesn’t have a season…it is for all seasons. 
 
Family Committees:     
The SCCCW’s web site has stated that “The aim of the Family Concerns Commission is to support and enhance the      
importance of family life within the church and society.  The commission works to assist families in achieving a truly 
Christian life, and to carry out its responsibilities within the Church, the civic community, and the world.”  One way we 
can help families is to be part of the 40 Days For Life which begins on Ash Wednesday, March 1 and ends on Palm     
Sunday, April 9.  Some the Knights and the Women's Guild are taking a 24 hour vigil at the Women’s Clinic in Charleston 
to pray for these families who are faced with this huge choice that will affect their lives forever. We pray that these 
families will chose life. 
 
Community Committees: 
 Again I quote from the SCCCW web site, “Sisters of the SCCCW. We have a wealth of resources for our community.  
These resources are there for our using, so take advantage of this opportunity. The Diocese of Charleston maintains 
offices for the following ministries/organizations that are a wealth of information for Family and Community concerns, 
including—but not limited to—Catholic Schools, Family Life, Education and Catechesis, Vocations, and the various min-
istries:     Campus, Ethnic, Hispanic, International, Prison, Social, Youth, and Young Adult.” 
 
I encourage you to teach your children and grandchildren to become involved in the community through service to their 
community. Isn’t it inspiring when we read about young one doing something notable for those underprivileged in their 
community.  One example of this; The Christmas at the Citadel event was inspiring to me when I saw young ones     
bringing in their own bikes to give to those who didn’t have a bike.  There was a group of students who volunteered at 
the Shoebox area and stayed all day wrapping gifts for underprivileged children.  At this Christmas event there was also 
an area for veterans where homeless vets were given blankets, personal hygiene items, food and more. Wouldn’t it be 
nice if we had this kind of spirit all year long? 
 
INTERNATIONAL REPORT 
I have seen often that many Guilds and Deaneries sponsor a foreign student or child with money that is to be used       
towards the student’s education and personal needs and food. What a wonderful way to be of service internationally.  
There are so many organizations that we can help and the SCCCW web site states; “The International Concerns         
Commission promotes responsibility for the world community through the conviction that our wealth and resources 
must be shared with all peoples.  In response to this call for global solidarity, the commission creates awareness and 
educates to the needs of women and children throughout the world. The commission encourages NCCW members to 
generously support the Works of Peace and Works of Reconciliation programs implemented in partnership with       
Catholic Relief  Services.”  
 
Through Works of Peace and Reconciliation, an effort created by Catholic Relief Services and the National Council of 
Catholic Women, Catholic women demonstrate their solidarity by supporting CRS programs in developing countries. 
This partnership supports four funds that provide sustained development efforts and emergency assistance where    
necessary. The funds are Madonna Plan, Water for Life, Refugee Women Emergency Fund and Help-A-Child. I strongly 
encourage you to be part of one of these programs. 
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SERVICE:  Community, Family, International 
    MARY E. LENDA, CHAIR 

                                       (Charleston) (mlenda@hotmail.com) 
 
                 Community:  Open 
               Family:  Judy Zachar, Myrtle Beach Deanery (jimz_29223@yahoo.com) 
             International:  Lisa Summerlin, Charleston Deanery (summerll@musc.edu) 

mailto:mlenda@hotmail.com
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PARISH COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN (Affiliates):  Parishes are started by the local Bishop as needed.  The 
Parish CCW is often referred to as the “Affiliate”.  The Parish Affiliate is the foundation of the structure. 
  
DEANERY COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN:  The Bishop decides how many deaneries are in his diocese.  This is 
a  geographic breakdown so priests and CCW can meet on a smaller level due to sizes of dioceses. 
  
DIOCESAN COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN (State):  The Holy Father in Rome decides when and where new 
dioceses will be established. 
  
PROVINCE:  There are 33 Provinces in the United States.  Provinces are geographical breakdowns decided by 
The Holy Father in Rome.  This is a civil corporation and operational secretariat through which the Bishops, in 
cooperation with the other members of the Church, act on a wider-than-ecclesiastical scale for the good of the 
Church and society in the United States.  We elect or appoint Province Directors to be the NCCW Board of      
Directors. 
  
THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN (NCCW) is the umbrella organization for ALL Catholic        
Women’s Organizations.  It was started in 1920 by the Bishops of the United States to bring all women’s         
organizations under one umbrella to be a powerful voice for Catholic Women in society and church. 

  
  

 The Structure of the   
National Council of Catholic Women 
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By Pat Webb 

 

Diocesan Spiritual Advisor: Fr. Fabio Refosco, CO 
 
Elected Officers 
President:   Marlene Grover (MB)                                                                                                                               
Treasurer:  Diane Pauls (MB)                                                                                                                            
Recording Secretary:  Delores Gilliard (CO)                                                                                                     
 
Vice Presidents:  
(are the Presidents of each Deanery)  
 Beaufort Deanery Teena Manzira (B) 
 Charleston Deanery Beverly Buford (CH) 
 Columbia Deanery Juanita Henry (CO) 
 Greenville Deanery Susanne Wolfe (G) 
 Myrtle Beach Deanery Marcia Boyer (MB) 
 Rock Hill Deanery Jeanette Altenburg (RH)  
 Aiken Deanery In Planning Stages                                                              
 
Appointed Officers 
Parliamentarian:  Veronica Yockey (G)                                                                                                                      
Corresponding Secretary:  Carol Buchholz (MB)                                                                                                             
 

COMMISSION CHAIRS:                                                                                                                                   
Spirituality:                                                                                                                                                         
Chair:  Lisa Summerlin                                                                                                                        
 Church:   Lisa Summerlin 
    Legislative: Yvonne Pygatt (CO)                                                                                                  
Leadership:                                                                                                                                                                       
Co-Chairs:                              Joan Mack & Barb Birds (CH)                                 
 Organization and                                                   
 Membership Committees: Joan Mack & Barb Birds (CH)                                                                         
 Newsletter & Publicity:  Patricia Webb (G)               
 Website Coordinator:  Joan Mack (CH)                                                                                                                         

SCCCW Mission Statement 

 
The purpose of the South Carolina Council of Catholic Women is to serve as a    
medium through which the Catholic Women of the Diocese may speak and act 
as one unit. 
 
Its goals are to stimulate the work of and render definite assistance to the 
efforts of all affiliate organizations and to give service to the Church.  The South 
Carolina Council of Catholic Women will endeavor to create interest in, and to 
assist in, the furtherance of the faith and well-being of the people of the           
Diocese of Charleston. 
 

    

 www.scccw.org 

Service:                                                                                                                                                             
Chair:  Mary E. Lenda (MB)                                                                                                                                        
 Community:   Open                              
 Family:   Judy Zachar (B)                                   
 International:  Lisa Summerlin (CH) 
               
Atlanta Province Director: Barbara Birds (CH) 
Atlanta Province Reps:   Marcia Boyer (MB) and 
 Yvonne Pygatt (CO)  
 
Archives & History:  Mary Lou Taylor (CH)                                                                                     
Facility Coordinator:   Martha Becht (CO)                                                                                                                      
 
2017 Convention Co-Chairs:   Chris Segars (CO) 
  Yvonne Pygatt (CO) 
 
Associates (Past Presidents living):                                                   
Phyllis Atkins  (2012-2014) -B                                  
Barbara Birds  (2010-2012) -CH                                  
Lindamarie Richardson (2008-2010) -G                                                  
Mary Sue Barnum  (2006-2008) -CO                                
Joan Mack  (2002-2004) -CH                            
Jessie Bowens  (2000-2002) -G                                        
Carolyn Heider  (1994-1996) -CH                                   
Peggy Waters  (1988-1990) -MB                                     
Harriet Condon  (1986-1988) -CH                           
Randi Olafson  (1982-1984) -CO                                   
 
 
Note: Letters after each name indicate deanery represented. 
Beaufort (B), Charleston (CH), Columbia (CO), Greenville (G), Myrtle Beach (MB), and 
Rock Hill (RH). 

 

SCCCW 2016-17 Board of Directors 

Spirituality, Leadership, Service! 
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