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May 1, 2017 
 
Dear Sisters in Christ: 
 
I hope this letter finds you well during this glorious Easter season. He is Risen! Alleluia! 
 
Attached is the newest Informer, the SCCCW e-newsletter. This edition provides coverage of 
our recent diocesan convention. Please share this information with your affiliate members—and 
especially with any ladies unfamiliar with and/or unaffiliated with SCCCW. 
 
For those of you who don’t know me, I’m the new president of SCCCW. I live in Columbia, am 
employed full time by the City of Columbia as its Grants Administrator, am married, and have a 
23-year-old son and 19-year-old daughter. I’m a parishioner of St. Joseph Catholic Church, 
have been involved in Council for more than 20 years, and have served on the SCCCW Board 
almost continuously for more than 10 years. 
 
I am honored and humbled to have been elected to lead this organization. SCCCW means a 
great deal to me. It is a source of spiritual strength and renewal, an avenue to live out my faith 
in service to others, a means to positively impact others as a Catholic woman leader, and a sis-
terhood like no other! I appreciate and value this chance to help others experience what I 
have—gain what I have—and I’ll work to create spirituality, leadership, service, and fellowship 
opportunities throughout the state and throughout my term in office. 
 
SCCCW is in a symbiotic relationship with its affiliates—each is dependent upon the other, and 
each exists to help the other. One of my goals is to strengthen this relationship. Hopefully, 
through ongoing communications, engaged involvement, and responsive programs, this can 
happen. However, the SCCCW Board and I cannot do this by ourselves.  
 
Help us spread the good news of Council—invite women from all parishes in your area to your 
deanery meetings (not just the affiliates). Take a proactive role in leadership—feel free to attend 
a SCCCW Board Meeting (they’re open to everyone). Share your great ideas and suggestions—
submit information to our website and Facebook page. We need you! As it says in Ephesians 
4:16, “From whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is 
equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in 
love.” 
 
If you need any help with any of this, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me or your Deanery 
President. We’re here for you! Remember, if you want to go fast, go alone; but if you want to 
go far, go with others. Come; let’s go far; let’s go together! 
 
God bless, 

Chris 

South Carolina Council of Catholic Women  www.scccw.org 

mailto:cmsegars@sc.rr.com
http://www.scccw.org


 

 
SCCCW President:  Marlene Grover  

Convention Committee:  Juanita Henry, Yvonne Pygatt, Chris Segars 

 
South Carolina Council of Catholic Women 

Diocese of Charleston 
 

INFORMER  
...sharing news from all rings of Council:  Spirituality, Leadership, Service 

Special 87th Convention Issue 
 

Hosted by the Women of the Columbia Deanery  
March 24-26, 2017, Columbia, SC 

 

Convention Dedication: 
 

“For our nation as it experiences a time of             
transition to end all discrimination, to bring unity, 

hope, mercy, and love for the good of all the people!”  

Convention Theme: 
 

 “Voice of Hope, Blessings, Mercy and Love!” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The vision for the Diocesan Missionary Team (DMT) is to reach young people “on the ground” in their 
parishes and Catholic schools.  The DMT will evangelize young people where they are in their faith 
life.  They will do this by offering young people an opportunity to not only hear about the life-
changing gospel of Jesus Christ but to learn and understand the grace of the truth that will set them 
free.  It is the vision of the DMT that once young people have experienced the transformational grace 
and mercy of Jesus Christ, they will hunger and thirst to go deeper in their own Catholic faith life. 
 
The mission will be accomplished by recruiting, training, equipping, and sending forth young adults 
who comprise the Diocesan Missionary Team to share the gospel with Catholic Jr. High and High 
School students throughout the Diocese of Charleston.  The team will do this through retreats for par-
ishes and Catholic schools and by serving at a home base parish or home base Catholic high school.  
There they will assist the youth minister or campus minister in their particular ministry. 

 

 2016 Convention Project:   
 

The Diocesan Missionary Team 



 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Left:  Early attendees enjoyed an 
evening of food and fun on 
Thursday at the Columbia Muse-
um of Art where they received a 
guided tour of two traveling    
exhibits—the Salvador Dali’s 
Fantastical Fairy Tales & Endur-
ing Spirit:  The Art of Tyrone 
Geter.  This was followed by a 
hands-on activity where they 
painted their own whimsical, 
Dali-inspired, watercolor screen 
print to take home. 
   
Right:  Guests Bishop Gugliel-
mone and NCCW President, 
Sheila Hopkins, joined the Board 
for a private dinner before the 
Opening Session Friday evening. 

Left:  Bishop Guglielmone was 
the Celebrant at the Conven-
tion Mass on Friday.  The 
SCCCW Spiritual Advisor, Fr. 
Fabio Refosco, assisted and is in 
the white garment. 
 
Right:  The Columbia High 
AFJROTC, under the direction of 
Ret. Master Sergeant, Jimmy 
Gaffney conducted the Presen-
tation of the Flag and the 
meeting was called to order. 

Left: SCCCW President, Marlene 
Grover (Myrtle Beach Deanery) 
introduced the Board and 
guests and announced the    
Convention Dedication.  Seated 
on the left is Sheila Hopkins, 
President of the NCCW.  On the 
right is the SCCCW Parliamen-
tarian, Veronica Yockey 
(Greenville Deanery). 
 
Right:  Fr. Fabio Refosco, 
SCCCW Spiritual Advisor,  dis-
cussed the importance of being 
the voice of hope, blessings, 
mercy and love to each other. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Left:  Voting Delegates raise their 
red card as they vote on issues.   
 
Right:  Chris Segars, Columbia Dean-
ery, listens intently to the reports 
from the Convention Committees.   

Left:  Each Deanery 
displayed a tri-fold 
depicting photos of 
their projects during 
2016. 
 
Right:  Many Affiliates 
compiled a scrapbook 
of their work during 
2016.  This is a great 
tool for documenting 
an affiliate’s history 
along with the value of 
the people in the    
photos. 

Left:  Michael Acquilano, Director of the South   
Carolina Catholic Conference, presented the      
Spirituality/Legislative Workshop.  Michael is a 
professional lobbyist for the Catholic church and 
represents us well at the State House in Columbia.  
He talked about issues such as Dismemberment 
Abortion, Lethal Injection, Casinos & Gambling, 
Physician Assisted Suicide, Catholic Day at the    
Capitol, Immigration, and Healthcare.  On the     
subject of Human Trafficking, he mentioned the 
youngest victim is 3 years old and the oldest is 49 
years.  Also, the highest concentration area for 
trafficking is at the intersection of Interstates 20 
and 95 due to the many truckers. 

Right:  Vicki Bourus, Co-Executive Director of the Family 
Justice Center of Georgetown and Horry Counties, pre-
sented the Service Workshop.  South Carolina ranks 5th 
in domestic violence in the US.  Law enforcement re-
sponds to 36,000 domestic violence calls per year in SC.   
Everyday,  4 women die of abuse in the US from guns 
and knives.  There are only 13 domestic violence       
centers in South Carolina and no shelters for trafficking 
victims at this time.  Abuse has been around through-
out history but was not an issue; rather, it was seen as a 
man’s right.  Only recently has abuse become an issue.  
Visit  fjcgtownhorry.org for more information. 

Above:  Sheila Hopkins, National Council of 
Catholic Women President, presented the 
Leadership Workshop.   Women from the 32 
Catholic Provinces in the US comprise the 
NCCW.  The SCCCW is part of the Atlanta Prov-
ince. Sheila discussed many projects the 
NCCW promotes such as Water for Life,  the 
Vocation Purse Club, RAAP (Religious Alliance 
Against Pornography),  “We Are Called to Wit-
ness”, Domestic Violence, and Human Traffick-
ing.  They will also sponsor the Convocation of 
Bishops this year. Visit nccw.org to learn more. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
        

Installation of the SCCCW and Deanery Presidents.  Second from left - Chris 
Segars, SCCCW President, and the Deanery Presidents:  Rock Hill, Jeannette 
Altenburg;   Myrtle Beach, Marcia Boyer; Greenville, Susanne Wolfe; Columbia, 
Juanita Henry; Charleston, Beverly Buford; and Beaufort, Teena Manzira. 

Installation of the Deanery Vice Presidents.   Second from left - 
Rosemarie Kovarsick, Beaufort; Marcella Holmes, Charleston;   
Martha Becht, Columbia; Debra Drennon, Greenville; Carol      
Buckholz, Myrtle Beach; and Gwen Finley, Rock Hill. 

Installation of the SCCCW and Deanery Recording Secretaries. Second 
from left - Delores Gilliard, SCCCW, from Columbia; Carol Lintner, Rock 
Hill; Irene Rozyski, Myrtle Beach; Veronica Yockey, Greenville; Yvonne 
Pygatt, Columbia; Teresa Walker, Charleston; and Vera Gwinn,      
Beaufort. 

Installation of the SCCCW and Deanery Treasurers.  Second from 
left - Thesa Briggs, SCCCW, from Columbia; Nan Robinson, Rock 
Hill; Diane Pauls, Myrtle Beach; Kathleen Merritt, Greenville (Jessie 
Bowen standing in); Gwen Skipper, Columbia; Sonny Freeman, 
Charleston; and Anna Sudomerski, Beaufort.  

New SCCCW President, Chris Segars, 
Columbia Deanery. 

Left:  Spiritual Advi-
sor, Fr. Fabio Refosco, 
was the Celebrant at 
the Installation of 
Officers Mass held on 
Saturday.   



 

Entertainment was provided by the Eau 
Claire High School Steel Drum Band   
during the cocktail hour before the   
Banquet.   

SCCCW President, Marlene Grover,  
welcomed the guests, past presidents 
and members to the banquet. 

The Allen University Jazz Ensemble provided the 
music during dinner.   

More than 150 members from around the state attended 
the  Convention. 

Fr. Refosco, NCCW President, Sheila Hopkins, and SCCCW 
President, Marlene Grover at the banquet. 

NCCW President, Sheila Hopkins and Fr. Refosco 
present the SCCCW 2017 Catholic Woman of the 
Year Award to Anna Sudomerski from the Beaufort 
Deanery.  Anna is a member of St. Peter’s Church 
and has dedicated herself to her church, exemplify-
ing her devotion to our Lord and her willingness to 
share her time and talent in may ways.  Congratu-
lations, Anna! 

Table favors made out of 
pine cones were created by 
the women of the Columbia 
Deanery.   Some were green 
and others were blue.  We 
appreciate your time and 
talent! 

Fr. Refosco presents the award for 2017 Woman 
Religious to Sister Mary Frances Cannon from 
St. Mary of the Angels Church, Anderson, for her 
Prison Ministry work in that area.  Sister visits 
the prison every Wednesday for Mass with the 
men and a Bible study group with the women.  
She also helps guide the women to make   
changes in their lives before parole.  



 

Left:  Mr. Jerry White, Director of 
the Diocesan Missionary Team, was 
the banquet speaker.  Their mission 
to evangelize young people  will be 
accomplished by recruiting, train-
ing, equipping, and sending forth 
young adults who comprise the 
DMT to share the gospel with    
Catholic Jr. High and High School 
students throughout the Diocese of 
Charleston.  The  team  will  do this 

through retreats for 
parishes and Catholic 
schools and by serving 
at a home base parish 
or home base Catholic 
high school.  There they 
will assist the youth 
minister or campus 
minister in their partic-
ular ministry. 
 
Second Photo on Left:  
SCCCW Associates Pres-
ident, Phyllis Atkins 
(Beaufort) and Atlanta 
Province Director, Bar-
bara Birds (Charleston) 
enjoy Sunday morning 
breakfast prior to the 
Closing Session.   
 
Enjoy the photos of the 
many members around 
the state  who travelled   

to Columbia to 
attend the Conven-
tion! 

Left:  Judy Hehr, spir-
itual motivator and 
inspirational speaker, 
was the guest speak-
er at the Closing   
Session.  She talked 
about her life’s trials 
and how she was 
able to find Jesus and 
change her life.  She 
brought tears to 
many eyes during her 
compelling talk.    

Center:  Marlene 
Grover (on the right) 
passes the gavel to 
new SCCCW Presi-
dent, Chris Segars! 
 
Right: Ladies from 
the Charleston 
Deanery entertained 
everyone with a 
musical invitation to 
the 2018 Conven-
tion in Charleston.  



 
 

 
 
 
The purpose of the South Carolina Council of Catholic Women is to serve as a medium 
through which the Catholic Women of the Diocese may speak and act as one unit. 
 
Its goals are to stimulate the work of and render definite assistance to the efforts of  
all affiliate organizations to give service to the Church. 
 
The South Carolina Council of Catholic Women will endeavor to create interest in, and to assist in, the 
furtherance of the faith and well being of the people of our Diocese.  
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The Host Deanery for the 2018 SCCCW Convention is Charleston! 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 

By Pat Webb, 

SCCCW Publicity 

 
SAVE THE DATE!                                 

 
 

March 9-11, 2018 
 

Marriott North Charleston 
4770 Goer Drive 

North Charleston, SC  29406 
$139/night 

If you are not a member of the South Carolina Council of Catholic 
Women (SCCCW) and would like information on how to join or        
organize an affiliate in your parish, please contact the Deanery         
President in your area: 
 
Aiken Deanery*   

Beaufort Deanery Teena Manzira (843) 522-0723 

Charleston Deanery Beverly Buford (843) 743-5550  

Columbia Deanery  Juanita Henry (803) 730-9195 

Greenville Deanery Susanne Wolfe (864) 313.5866 

Myrtle Beach Deanery Marcia Boyer (843) 318-0771  

Rock Hill Deanery Jeannette Altenburg (803) 746-5464 
 

*Please contact SCCCW President Chris Segars   (803) 730-0083 

SCCCW MISSION 

Explore the rich history of 
Charleston and enjoy some of 
the best dining, shopping, and 
entertainment the area has to 
offer. 


