
 
 

 
“And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, 

having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.”    
- Corinthians 9:8 

 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
     As I sat at my computer while typing this column, the message that kept 
coming to mind was all about “blessings”.  The Lord continually guides me 
on this mission as SCCCW President.  He has blessed me abundantly as I 
know He has blessed you!  Just being a part of this wonderful organization is 
humbling as to all the people we have met and experiences that we have shared.  This is what 
Council is all about; different people with different missions coming together for one purpose.  
The love of God and love of His people!   
 
Let me share a few blessings with you!  At this time of year when we are giving thanks and    
ministering to those less fortunate take a moment to reflect on your blessings.  I am sure you 
will agree with the list below and I am sure you can add many other blessings to this list! 
 
 B    Belief in the Lord, His Peace, Mercy, and Love! 

 L Loving family and friends where you are loved unconditionally!  SCCCW 

 E Everlasting love from a wonderful God who has brought us together in a beautiful way! 

 S Such a beautiful country where freedom reigns and we have voice! 

 S Strength and good health to forge ahead in everything that we do! 

  I Invisible and visible riches, enough for a lifetime! 

 N Nourishment on our tables, a place to live and a place to work! 

 G God guiding us through the recent Hurricane, friends who prayed for our well-being 

  and knowing we would survive! 

 S South Carolina Council of Catholic Women  
 
Be sure to read all the wonderful reports in this newsletter showing examples of who we are 
and what we can accomplish with the Lord’s help and blessings!  I look forward to hearing from 
you!  Feel free to contact me at any time!   
 
Blessings and love, 
 

Marlene Grover 
Marlene Grover, 
SCCCW President 
843-283-4445 
scccw.correspondence@gmail.com   
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     The V. Rev. Fabio Refosco, SCCCW’s Spiritual Advisor, began the  morning of the           
September 24th board meeting by celebrating Mass.  His message was about hope.  He 
said, “There are times when all seems lost or beyond hope and then God surprises us 
through an unexpected turn of events and something new is brought to life.  Sisters, 
there is nothing you can do that will ever make God stop loving you, and there is nothing 
that HE cannot heal and make new.”  He continued, “It’s a sure thing that Adam and Eve 
messed up and we have suffered the consequences ever since.  But instead of just 
starting the whole thing over, or simply restoring us to our original innocence in the     
Garden of Eden, GOD came in the flesh to pick up the pieces.  HE raised us, in Christ, 
higher than the angels, to be sharers in the communion of the Blessed Trinity HIMSELF.”     
The celebration of Mass and Father’s inspiring words certainly set the tone for an         
inspirational day. 
     The meeting was officially called to order by President Grover and, after the usual 
business was addressed, the Deanery Presidents presented a quick overview of the work in their respective deanery and 

affiliates.   
     Rock Hill Deanery President, Jeannette Altenburg discussed 
plans for an upcoming deanery meeting and increasing the number 
of affiliates in the newly 
formed deanery.  You can 
read the news from all of the 
Deaneries starting on page 5 
in this newsletter. 
     Legislative Chair Yvonne 
Pygatt reviewed Catholic 
voting issues and reminded 
everyone of the importance of 
voting.  Read Yvonne’s news 
on page 10 and take a minute 

to visit www.politicalresponsibility.com/voterguide.htm. 
     Joan Mack, Leadership/Membership Co-Chair discussed the goals of the 
commission and that they continue to move forward toward achieving them.  
Joan and Barbara Birds have been facilitating leadership training/membership 
recruitment workshops at many deaneries and, as a result, St. James the 
Greater Catholic Church , Walterboro (Catholic Hill) is in the process of joining 
the Beaufort Deanery as their newest Affiliate.  Upcoming workshops are 
scheduled for October 2nd at the Myrtle Beach Deanery and January 7th at 
the Greenville Deanery.  Encourage women from other parishes to attend a 
workshop in your area so they can learn about what Council can do for them, 
their church and community.  Remind them of the new friends they will make 

along the way as they work     
fulfilling the Corporal and    
Spiritual Works of Mercy we are 
all called to do. 
     You will find valuable information contained in the reports in this  
newsletter pertaining to all circles of Council throughout South Carolina.  
Please take the time to read them and find one or two ideas to try to   
implement in your own affiliate or deanery.  When we share, we grow! 

    
                           Pat Webb, Editor 

Fall Board Meeting 
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From left:  Parliamentarian Veronica Yockey (Greenville); 
Treasurer Diane Pauls (Myrtle Beach), President Marlene 
Grover (Myrtle Beach); and Mary Sue Barnum (Columbia) 
filling in for Recording Secretary Delores Gilliard 
(Columbia) 

From left:  Rock Hill Deanery           
President, Jeannette Altenburg and    
Recording Secretary, Carol Lintner 

Yvonne Pygatt Joan Mack 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

“Go out into the world today and love the people you meet. 
Let your presence light new light in the hearts of others.” – Mother Teresa 

 
Dear Fr. Fabio and SCCCW Sisters, 

 
As I look back on the summer months it is with many memories of happy times with friends and family!  Plus the 

fact that it was truly hot!  Always working for the benefit of my Council sisters, there were many times that I was         
inspired by your love and commitment to this wonderful organization called, SCCCW. 

 
Below are some of the things that I was involved in since our last meeting on June 11, 2016 … 

 
 On Saturday, June 25, 2016, I attended the Atlanta Province Leadership and Networking Workshop.  Lindamarie 

Richardson Kelly was also in attendance.  It was well run, informative, and we received insightful material              
concerning leadership and increasing membership! 

 
 I held two Conference Calls with Deanery Presidents and then with Commission Chairpersons on June 28.  This      

session was beneficial to all in looking toward our meetings that would begin in September. 
 
 A training session on Wednesday, July 13 was held with Carol Buchholz, SCCCW Corresponding Secretary, on the 

SCCCW Gmail account.  She also updated the SCCCW Directory for us to use.  Carol is doing a wonderful job.  Please 
make sure that you give Carol any updates in your Deaneries by September 24.  These addresses will be used in the 
Fall Packet mailing in early November. 

 
 On July 26, I attended the Myrtle Beach Deanery Board Meeting at St. James in Conway.  The ladies discussed        

several items of importance to the Deanery, upcoming fundraisers, and the “Traveling Workshop” that will be     
sponsored by Joan Mack and Barbara Birds, SCCCW Organization/Membership Co-Chairpersons.  It will be held on 
Sunday, October 2 at St. Andrews Church.  Anyone wishing to attend can contact Marcia Boyer at 843-979-0116 or 
843-318-0771.  She would love to hear from you! 

 
 I  have been involved in several meetings concerning Domestic Violence in Horry County.  Yes, South Carolina ranks 

#1 in Domestic Violence murders in the entire United States.  Horry County is #1 in the state!  Information on this 
topic is “priceless”.  It is a problem for the entire state and I hope that we can educate others by our commitment 
and resources from NCCW and other organizations.  The Family Justice Center of Georgetown and Horry County will 
be hosting a “Lunafest” on September 29 at the CCU Johnson Auditorium.  The Lunafest is a presentation of short 
films by, for, and about Women.  The cost for this presentation is $35.  Dorothea B. Frank, author, will be signing 
her book and giving them away FREE to all attendees.  Several of us are attending. 

 
 On August 4, I met with the SCCCW 2017 Convention Committee at the Columbia Marriott to look over the facilities 

and plan for the convention.  Juanita Henry, Yvonne Pygatt, Chris Segars, Marcia Boyer, and I were in attendance.  
This was a delightful experience and I am confident we will have a wonderful convention!  (Plus Marcia and I had 
lunch at the Marriott and the food was delicious!) 

 
 Although July was very busy I was able to participate in the NCCW Leadership Call on August 10.  Lindamarie        

Richardson Kelly was the facilitator.  A preview was given on Leadership updates to be presented at the upcoming 
NCCW Convention..  We will share those with you at our Board meeting. 

 
 I had a meeting with Bishop Guglielmone on Wednesday, August 17, 2016 at the Chancery center.  We talked about 

the work of SCCCW, the growth we have had, the upcoming 2017 SCCCW Convention, Convention Project, etc.  The 
Bishop is always very kind!  He was delighted to hear of the work of our Council and impact on our communities.  I 
sent him a thank you note for the visit and also sent one to his assistant Joan Smith for being so kind and               
considerate of SCCCW needs.  I will speak at the Board Meeting on other items for consideration. 

  

President’s Report 
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  A very productive conference call was held with SCCCW Deanery Presidents on August 30.  I am hoping to continue 
these conference calls each month. 

 
 On Wednesday, August 31, I had a meeting with Fr. Greg Wilson, Dean of the Aiken Deanery, at his parish St. Mary 

Magdeline in Aiken.  We discussed the topic of a SCCCW Deanery Board in Aiken.  His insight and support was        
inspiring.  Fr. Wilson was very familiar with SCCCW.  He will be speaking with the women in his parish.  I have also 
made contact with several others in the Aiken Deanery.  Hopefully an informational session can be held soon.  A 
thank you note was sent to Fr. Wilson.  

 
 I attended the NCCW Convention in Indianapolis, IN on September 7-10 along with 12 other women from South   

Carolina.  I hosted a dinner on Wednesday, September 7 for members of the Atlanta Province.  Twenty five of us 
walked from the hotel to Palomino’s to have dinner, enjoy the sights and share friendships!  It was a wonderful 
evening.  As always the workshops at convention were great and the speakers exceptional.  Marcia Boyer and I met 
a speaker at the hotel restaurant/bar the day before her presentation.  I was shocked to see Judy on stage and went 
up to hug her at the end of her presentation.  We started a new friendship!  Thank you cards are being sent to 
NCCW.  Additional information on the convention will be shared at our Board Meeting by those who attended. 

 
 Barbara Birds, Joan Mack, Marcia Boyer, Yvonne Pygatt, Mary Sue Barnum, Lindamarie Richardson Kelly and I 

attended the Atlanta Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women Convention on September 16-18 in Atlanta.  We are 
so proud to have Barbara Birds as our Province Director from South Carolina.  I know that you will support her in the 
next two years of her term and she will serve you well as our Province Director.  Thanks you cards are being sent to 
those who hosted the convention!  Further information will be given in the reports from the Province                    
Representatives. 

 
 Tomorrow I will be receiving a package from Cross Catholic International.  I will share that information with you also. 
 

In closing I look forward to seeing you this Saturday, September 24.  We can accomplish many deeds by working    
together and sharing are talents!  God has given us many gifts!  Each of our gifts are different, but together we can 
make a difference in South Carolina.   
 
In Love and Peace, 
Marlene Grover 
SCCCW President – www.scccw.org  
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If you are interested in any of the events listed by the Affiliates, please contact the appropriate Deanery          
President for more information.   

 
BEAUFORT DEANERY: 

Holy Family Ladies Guild, Hilton Head; St. Anthony’s Catholic Women’s Club, Walterboro; Women of St. 
Francis By the Sea, Hilton Head; Women of St. Gregory the Great, Bluffton; and Women of St. Peter’s       
Parish, Beaufort 
 
President: Teena Manzira (emanzira@yahoo.com) 
 
 

Holy Family Ladies Guild:  The Ladies Guild had a quiet summer overall. Our regular meetings were suspended as is our 
usual custom due to the absence of part time residents. And our full-time members are busy with family and friends    
visiting during the summer months when grandchildren are out of school.  We did,  however, participate in 2 major       
celebrations this summer: the 50th Anniversary of Holy Family Catholic Church and the Labor Day Multicultural Picnic. 
     The 50th Anniversary Celebration included Bishop Gugliemone officiating at Mass and several other priests who served 
our church over the years also attended.  The dinner following was well attended. Food and entertainment was a festive 
affair with a variety of foods and dancing. A pictorial history was compiled and it was fun to learn and reminisce with 
friends. 
     Many members of the Ladies Guild were also active in planning and organizing our Multicultural Labor Day Picnic. This 
year was a fun and active event with lots of food and games that would appeal to all parishioners. We had a very good 
turnout of both Anglo and Hispanic parishioners. A great time was had by all who attended. 
 
Women of St. Gregory the Great:  The Women of SGG Core Group worked hard this summer getting programs in place 
for this coming year.  Our Kick Off meeting will be a potluck lunch with Father Kendall as our speaker.  
     We plan several outreach projects this year including Cross Catholic Outreach’s “No Room at the Inn” project helping 
to build houses in Haiti.   
     We participated in the SGG Ministry Fair acquainting new parishioners with the many ministries in our church.  We 
continue to provide after funeral hospitality. 
 
Women of St. Peter’s Parish:    
June:  We had our last gathering of the Women of the Parish for the 2015-16 year, which was held at the rectory.   At 
that time we recognized our most appreciated spiritual leader, Fr. Paul McNeil, and our Woman of the Year, Denise     
Parsick.  It was a relaxing evening of food, fun, and friendship as we closed out our busy year. 
     On June 18th, we hosted the first meeting of the Beaufort Deanery with new President, Teena Manzira.  Having our      
sisters in Christ visit was a pleasure and much was accomplished that day in planning the year ahead for our deanery.  As 
always, food and friendship sweetened the day. 
July:  Even though our Women of the Parish activities slow down for the summer, the women are still very much           
involved in broader events.  This month we had the Summer Sale, which began as a clothing sale many years ago and has 
morphed into a larger event involving not only the sale of nearly new clothes, but also books, jewelry/boutiques items, 
baked goods, Christmas in July, and a silent auction and spanning four days…whew! 
August:  As we head into the dog days of summer, we are concentrating on family life, traveling, and resting up for the 
year ahead.  However, since there is more time for reading, our Book Club has been tackling some pretty heady stuff.  
The Phenomenon of Man by Teilhard de Chardin being one.  We also continue welcoming new parishioners with visits 
and a small gift. 
September:  Helping Hands was a new service project introduced last year.  However, it had not really taken hold as it 
involved other ministries which we needed to coordinate with in order to provide services that did not overlap, but        
complemented those already in place.  We finally are actively engaged in this project of doing errands for the            
homebound. 
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     Our new leadership team will meet for the first time to plan for the 2016-17 year of Women of the Parish events and   
activities.  Our general gatherings (meetings) have been changed to the last Tuesday of each month due to the many   
parish activities taking place.  So on the 27th the new leadership team will be introduced and installed with a blessing 
from our spiritual leader, Fr. Paul. 
     This month we are also in full swing preparing for the annual Fall Bazaar in its 57th year.  We hope it will be a successful 
and dry event this year. 
 

 

CHARLESTON DEANERY: 
Blessed Sacrament Women’s Guild, Charleston; St. John’s Ladies Guild, N. Charleston; St. John the Beloved 
Women’s Club, Summerville; and St. Patrick Women’s Guild, Charleston. 
 

President:  Beverly Buford (bufordbeverly@bellsouth.net) 
 
We are now in our mid-year term of my first year as president of the Charleston Deanery.   Our second 
board meeting was held on August 3rd.  We have our commission chairs in place and lots of projects and 

activities are underway. 
     Our Deanery hosted the SCCCW Leadership Training and Membership Recruitment Workshop on Saturday,               
August 27th.  The agenda included remarks from Bishop Robert Guglielmone and our Spiritual Advisor, Sister Sandra     
Makowski.  The training, facilitated by SCCCW Leadership Co-Chairs Joan Mack and Barbara Birds, was informative and 
well attended. 
     The Deanery Project is still in gear; we are now in the second half of the year providing items for our “Homeless      
Veterans” in transition. All affiliates are participating.  October will begin with St. Patrick, November-Blessed Sacrament, 
December-St. John N. Charleston, and January-St John’s Summerville. 
     The Budget Committee, which consists of the President, Vice-President, Treasurer, and one other appointee by the 
President met and we now have a proposed budget, which will be presented at our Fall/Luncheon Meeting to be held on 
September 25th at Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church.  At this meeting we will have a speaker to talk about domestic   
violence. 
     All our affiliates are working diligently in their various communities.  Blessed Sacrament Women’s Guild participates in 
40-days for life, prayer chain, provides monthly dinners at Hope Lodge, food for Home-Works and volunteer at the Soup 
Kitchen.  St. John’s Ladies Guild provide lunch at Echo House for senior citizens, donated $420 to African Education      
Outreach, and raised $1,987 to HALO to sponsor 10 campers.  St. John the Beloved Women’s Club made several trips to 
the VA Hospital donating items to help our Veterans, collected school supplies for a local school. and collected food for 
the Low Country Food Bank.  St. Patrick Women’s Guild sponsored Vacation Bible School in June held for 1 week with a 
total of 17 children attending; every 4th Friday provide games, knitting, and lunch for seniors at ECHO House; provide    
dinners for 69 Home Works volunteers; and held a school supplies drive to help Our Lady of Mercy Community Outreach.  
The school supplies drive ran from July 12th through August 8th.  The supplies were donated to needy children in          
communities of James, Johns, and Wadmalaw Islands. 
     We have a team in place to begin searching for a hotel for the upcoming SCCCW Convention to be held in Charleston 
in  2018. 
 
 

COLUMBIA DEANERY: 
Corpus Christi Catholic Women’s Group, Lexington; St. Joseph Women’s Society, Columbia; and St. Martin 
de Porres Rosary Altar Society, Columbia 
 
President:  Juanita Henry (jhenry1@sc.rr.com) 
 
The members of the Columbia Deanery have continued their work to fulfill the goals of the organization.  
Our first priority was to reach out to parish women’s groups who have not joined the Columbia Deanery 

either as an    affiliate or individual member.  I reached out to all of the churches listed in our deanery.  A flyer was mailed 
to the attention of the Women’s Group of each parish.  I also reached out to Father Linsky through email and a mailing to 
request  his assistance in  reaching out to the  priests in the  Columbia  Deanery.  My  request  was to ask his assistance in  
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encouraging priests from area churches to encourage the women of their respective parishes to join our Columbia 
Deanery either as an affiliate or individual member.  They were also invited to attend our meeting scheduled for 
September 25, 2016.  We have also had several meetings of the 2017 Convention Committee and are well under 
way in our planning.   
     Following is a brief synopsis of each of our affiliate’s programs/activities since our last meeting.  Our affiliates do 
not officially meet during the summer months, but that is not to say that they stop working.  They continue to work 
in various programs throughout the respective parishes.   
 
Corpus Christi Catholic Women’s Group  The ladies of Corpus Christi provide support for the youth throughout the 
year in various capacities.  They are also assisting in preparing for a health fair which will take place in October.  
Throughout the year, they continue their on-going support for members undergoing illness or surgery.   
       
St Joseph Women’s Society:  In June, the St Joseph Women’s Society held a social gathering at member Pat         
Wergrzynouski’s home.  They also held sessions to create crafts that will be sold at their annual fundraiser which will 
be held the weekend before Thanksgiving.  The ladies prepared and served five funeral  lunches.  In July, they held 
their “Tea Room Lunch and Baby Shower” for Birthright of Columbia.  They raised over $1900 and, in addition,       
donated many baby items to Birthright.  St. Joseph Women’s Society will host the Columbia Deanery meeting in  
September and will continue their craft sessions for the fall sale.  They will also prepare for the Memorial Mass and 
Reception for All Souls Day. 
      
St. Martin de Porres Rosary Altar Society:  The Rosary Altar Society continues to support the parish and community 
in many ways.  In June, they hosted the Father’s Day Breakfast after the 9:00 A.M. Mass.  All  members of the parish 
were invited to a very delicious catered breakfast.  In addition, on this same day, fathers,  retirees, and graduates 
were honored after Mass and each was given a gift which was compliments of the Rosary Altar Society.  In July, the 
members gathered for a retreat where they brainstormed and planned for the upcoming year of activities.  The   
ladies also continue to provide a meal for families in the parish who have experienced the loss of a loved one.  They 
also continue to rotate the responsibilities of preparing and serving a healthy meal each month for the homeless in 
the community.  They also provide toiletries and clothing items as needed.  Serving as  Eucharistic    Ministers in the 
church and at Providence hospital, visiting the sick members of the parish and meeting to pray the Rosary are        
important areas of service for the ladies. 
      
     As can be seen, each of our affiliates continues their service and spiritual growth to the Columbia Deanery and 
SCCCW.  We are excited about our upcoming events and look forward to growing more in our service to our          
parishes, the Deanery and the SCCCW.  
 

 

GREENVILLE DEANERY: 
St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Women’s Council, Greenville and St. Mary’s Catholic Women’s Club, 
Greenville 
 

President: Susanne Wolfe (susanne.wolfe12@gmail.com) 
 
Greenville Deanery:  We now have our new logo to use on flyers and mailings.   
Our Mercy Card sales have gone well and we have only a few boxes left. 

     We held a Board Meeting on 6/15/16 and it was determined we would have Deanery        
Projects for each Commission to be presented at our Fall Board Meeting.   
     The Deanery Pilgrimage has been planned and it will be April 28, 29 and 30th, 2017.  Brochures have been         
published and will be sent to all affiliate members as well as other upstate parishes. 
     We held our Deanery Meeting 9/18/16 and it was well attended.   The following Deanery Projects were approved 
by the members.  They are:  Community:  Members will provide women in transition with an attractive purse filled 
with basic toiletries, hygiene products etc.  The purses will be delivered by members to the designated women’s 
shelters which are to be determined.  FAMILY:  An Easter basket food drive where boxes/baskets will be prepared  
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Spiritual Advisor the baskets/boxes will be blessed.  The recipients will be invited to the service and then given the 
baskets/boxes afterwards.  International:  Coins for water project:  Parishes will collect their coins in bottles for a 
month or so and the funds raised will be donated to the World Union of Catholic Women for their water wells     
project. 

                     
St Anthony’s Catholic Women’s Council:  Prayer Shawls are being made, will have them blessed and take to McCall 
Hospice House.  Prepare and serve meals after funerals, averaging 3 funerals per month.  Purses are being donated 
by members and filled with basic toiletries, cosmetics and hygiene products and they were taken by members to a   
local transition home.  Provided a scholarship for one child attending St. Anthony’s Summer Camp in June.  In June 
they hosted their annual Father’s Day breakfast.  They served at St. Anthony’s Summer Community Picnic in         
August.  A Back to School project was held in August providing age-specific back packs and school supplies to   
neighborhood children.  They are planning to serve a meal at Women’s Prison Ministry in Nov./Dec.  Will sponsor a 
parish Christmas Party and host a traveling cards event on November 20th.    
 
St. Mary’s Catholic Women’s Club:  The Rosary is prayed before each general meeting and also includes a speaker 
and lunch.   Members are involved in Senior Companion Program in conjunction with Catholic Charities.  Some 
members are in the Guardian ad Litem program.  The annual Christmas Ornament, now in it’s 16th year, is being 
made for fund raising.  One of the stained glass windows in the Church is selected each year by the President.  They 
are providing a Mass for recently deceased member and Treasurer, Judy Franzen on 11/27/16.  The annual bake 
sale is set for December 3rd. and 4th. after each Mass.  The annual Christmas Luncheon is set for December 13th.  
They have appointed a Social Media Committee and have put SMCWC on Twitter and Instagram along with the     
Facebook page and also have a blog so that all ages can follow activities of the club easily.  A business card was     
distributed during September to parishioners advising how to follow social media postings. 
 
 

 
MYRTLE BEACH DEANERY: 

Our Lady Star of the Sea Women’s Guild, N. Myrtle Beach; St. Andrew Women’s Club, Myrtle Beach; St. James     
Ladies Guild, Conway; St. Mary’s Council of Catholic Women, Georgetown; and St. Michael Women’s Guild, 
Garden City 
 
President: Marcia Boyer (mombny@yahoo.com) 
 
Since the June 2016 SCCCW Board Meeting, there have been several meetings, including Myrtle 

Beach Deanery Board meetings with board members and Affiliate Presidents, and an all Affiliates Mass/Meeting.  
The deanery has recognized the terrible statistics of domestic abuse in Horry County; therefore , Deanery members 
have been a part of meetings held with Family Justice Center of Georgetown and Horry Counties. Support was    
extended to that agency by State President, Marlene Grover and myself.  This initiative was started by GeorgAnn 
Feldman, President of Our Lady Star of the Sea.  So far, members baked cookies and acted as hostesses at an Open 
House (by Invite) for possible donors to the agency and was held at FJC new satellite office in Myrtle Beach.        
Planning has also been going forward in joining to give support for an upcoming fundraiser, Lunafest, that will be 
held on September 29 in conjunction with Coastal Carolina University.   There will be a social hour with food        
prepared by the students of the Culinary Program at  Horry Georgetown  Technical College  as well as  short movies  
by, for, and about women.  Also, Dorothea Benton Frank will speak and is donating free, signed copies of her new 
book to all in attendance.  Fundraising is going forward to obtaining a new Safe House. 
     Plans are being made for a special October Membership Mass and Meeting for the deanery and there have been 
a couple of planning meetings.  We are looking forward to having Barbara Birds and Joan Mack as our speakers.   
     Since August, I made the decision to include all affiliate presidents and their vice presidents, in hope that more     
women will become aware of all that is done ‘behind the scenes’ for the quarterly meetings.  The goal is to have 
more members be prepared with information to start taking over some Board roles.   
     I recently attended one affiliate meeting, and heard of another meeting attended by Marlene Grover.  It was a 
good feeling and gave me hope to hear these presidents spend a lot of time on ALL the information and emails that 
I have been sending all summer.  Individual meetings with Affiliate Presidents and pastors has been postponed until 
after the October 2 meeting. 
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Our Lady, Star of the Sea Women’s Guild:  GeorgAnn Feldman, President; no meetings over the summer, but ministries 
continue: 
     Funeral Lunches - approximately six lunches with all food and preparation provided by Ladies Guild 
     Crafters - members work all year preparing beautiful crafts for a Crafts Festival as a major fundraiser; these           
 women are fortunate that their pastor has given them a dedicated room in the community center to use all year. 
     Visit and conduct activities at a local nursing home - Summit Place 
     Every third Friday of every month a Newcomer’s Breakfast is held to welcome new members or give information to 
 interested ladies 
     For fun ladies meet every week for golf 
     OLSS ladies are still continuing the Caps of Love project. 
     The chair of the Scrapbook committee works on their books throughout the year. 
     Board officers met for upcoming year plans 
     Domestic Violence Initiative - Two meetings were held, coordinated by president and FJC Director, Vicki Bourus.  
 Community leaders are invited to help in establishing a Safe House for victims of domestic abuse.  
 
St. Andrew Women’s Club:  Maureen Dwyer, President.   Met with Pastor regarding October 2  Deanery meeting at St. 
Andrew Catholic Church.  Gave his support and permission for notices in Sunday bulletins and putting up flyers in 
Church, gift shop and Community Life Center.   
     President of St. Andrew Women’s Club had tutorial on P.A. system in CLC gym where meeting will take place on 
10/2/16. 
     September 11, 2016, President of St. Andrew Women’s Club spoke at Masses about the Women’s Club and its 
hosting of 10/2/16 Deanery meeting and its support of Deanery cause in re-establishing Family Justice Center and a 
Shelter in Horry County.   
     September 12, 2016 – first meeting of St. Andrew Women’s Club with discussion of and sign up for Club members to 
participate in attendance, set up, greeters, servers, and clean up re: 10/2/16 Deanery meeting.  Speaker, Marlene 
Grover talked about Deanery and SCCCW history and structure as well as Domestic Violence issue in Horry County and 
LunaFest, 9/29/16 at CCU. 
     Baked goods and money taken by Affiliate Members to kick-off Family Justice Center event in Myrtle Beach 
 
St. James Ladies’ Guild:  Pat Spina, President.  Projects include: 
 Collecting metal tabs for Ronald McDonald House in Charleston, 
 Collecting plastic caps for “Caps of Love”,  
     Members continue to be active as Greeters, Eucharistic ministers and volunteers at Parish Office, 
     Continue support of seminarians with prayers, letters, cards and care packages, 
     Provides gratis repast after funerals, 
     Participating in Million Works of Mercy, and 
      Members supporting Family Justice Center Project. 

St. Michael Women’s Guild:  Michele Brandenburg, President.  Recent Affiliate meeting opened with “Let There Be 
Peace On Earth” , a Prayer and the Pledge. 
     New members were welcomed, 
     Member volunteer work continues with the Sisters at St. Cyprians, Birthright, 
     Recent Bakeless Bake Sale raised over $2,800, 
     Many members are participating in the fundraiser efforts for Family Justice Center, 
     Seminarian Project - Notes, correspondence and gift packages continue to be sent, 
     Members are sending their Million Works of Mercy to their President to be forwarded to NCCW’s Jane Carter, 
     St. Michael members will attend the October 2 Deanery Membership meeting, and 
     Members support Family Justice center project.  
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ROCK HILL DEANERY: 

All Saints Women’s Group, Lake Wylie; St. Catherine Women’s Organization, Lancaster; and St. Mary Rosary & 
Confraternity Society, Rock Hill  
 

President:  Jeannette Altenburg (jeannette.altenburg@gmail.com) 
 
The Rock Hill Deanery has not had a formal meeting since our last report written and presented by    
Carol Lintner.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank her for her continue support in trying to 

move the Deanery forward.  We will have a Deanery Board Meeting in October and a General Meeting after that.  We 
have asked St. Mary’s to host and furnish a date.  No affiliates have furnished us with reports or rosters, except All 
Saint’s. 
     Our Treasurer, Marianne Paradise, attended World Youth Day in Poland and would like to speak at all affiliates and 
other Parish or Diocesan Youth Ministries.  Marianne has also reach out to increase membership in SCCCW. 
 
All Saint’s Women’s Organization:   
Spirituality: 
 Formed the first Vacation Bible School during Summer, 2016.  Members volunteered as teachers and furnished 

craft items and treats for the children, 
 Led Healing Rosary for the parish and ASWO members, 
 Pray Rosary before each meeting, 
 Prayers sessions for all noted in our parish and ASWO prayer journal, 
 Continue educating members of Lake Wylie Assisted Living to prepare for first Communion, and 
 Joined in STORM HEAVEN by praying the Rosary on the first of each month. 
 
Service: 
 Members serve as Faith Formation teachers, Rosary makers, sound technicians and Mass, Lectors, Sacristans, 

Greeters and Ushers, 
 Volunteer at Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen monthly, 
 Furnished 37 filled backpacks to ‘Backpack for Kids” program, 
 Purchased one case of jackets for “Coats for Kids”, 
 Collect caps for Caps of Love Program—ongoing collection, 
 Invited “Our Sunday Visitor” to begin in October, 
 Collecting used cell phones for distribution to women’s shelters for 911 calls, 
 Serve as committee chairs for Junk in the Trunk, Craft Fair, Patriotic Rosary, and Apple Pie, 
 Bake to benefit the Oratory, and Bake Sales for parish charities, 
 Supply take-aways for the children of the parish at KofC Light Up for Christ, 
 Chairing committee to host a Baby Shower to benefit Mira Via (formerly, Room at the Inn),  and 
 Supplying gift baskets for parish ministries’ charitable auctions. 
 
Leadership: 
 Janie Davis has spoken with the Legion of Mary at St. Philip Neary to increase SCCCW membership, 
 Holding a Membership Drive Sept. 24th, 
 Organizing additional training for Deanery parishes, 
 Requested invitations to meetings in other parishes who are not members of SCCCW to increase membership and 

speak about the Fr. William Pentis Scholarship, and 
 Will aid our new Youth Minister, Julie Hall, in evangelization to the youth of our parish. 
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SPIRITUALITY:  Church and Legislation 
        MARIA STEPHENS, CHAIR 

 

CHURCH:  Maria Stephens, Charleston Deanery (maria16@comcast.net) 
 
     This year has really been a fast year.  You know the saying, “Time flies when you are having fun”.  Well 
it has been fun planning the SCCCW Fall Retreat for Saturday, October 22nd. at the Diocese of Charleston 
Chancery, 901 Orange Grove Road, Charleston, 29407.  Sister Pam Smith is our guest speaker and her 
topic is "MERCY, PEACE AND RESPONSIBLE CITIZENSHIP".  We will start registration at 9:30 A.M., Mass 
with Fr. Joseph is at 10:00 A.M., and the Retreat will begin at 11:00 A.M. until 4:00 P.M.  A continental 

breakfast and lunch will be served.  The cost per person is $15.00.  The Diocesan Caterer said that if the food cost turns 
out to be less than $15.00 we can put the extra money in our treasury.  The Bishop has told him to prepare a great meal 
for the bare minimum cost to us.  Don't you just love it.   
     You may register now by making your check payable to “SCCCW” and mailing it to me, Maria Stephens, at 1953 
Champion Hall Road, Charleston, SC  29407.  If you have any questions, please call me at 843.437.8731.  Due to constant 
telemarketing calls, please leave a message and I will return your call.  See flyer in this newsletter. 
     I am asking that each Deanery supply 50 items to put in a gift bag for those attending.  I have the prayer cards for 
Mother Teresa but would like to have the same types of items for the bags.  If each Deanery had their affiliates donate 
some “Mercy” themed items it would be fantastic.  So please, if at all possible, let me know as soon as you can so there 
will be enough to go around. If you can get them to me before the retreat it would be awesome, or you can bring it with 
you when you come and we will put them in the bags before the retreat. I have emailed each Deanery chair to inform 
them of the items. 
     Looking forward to seeing you all on October 22nd.! 
 

 
LEGISLATION:  Yvonne W. Pygatt, Columbia Deanery (yvonne.pygatt@aol.com) 
 
     There has been major excitement and interest about the upcoming Presidential Election!   I would ask 
all members to please continue to stay abreast and informed of the issues relative to not only this       
election, but the General, State and County elections, which will also take place on November 8th. 
     Remember to, VOTE, VOTE, VOTE!!!  By voting, we can bring about changes in our society and the 

world. Some ways we can assist and play an active role in the process is by encouraging our parishioners to be             
informed, disseminating literature and information regarding voting precincts, aiding with transportation to the polls if 
need be.   What a great way we can help assist in the legislation process by helping to get out the vote on                      
November 8th! 
     I urge you to be a part of Voter Registration drives which are in your area.  Donate time to register those who have 
not yet registered to vote, attend candidate’s informational forums in your area, and publicize voting information in 
your parishes.  
     Information was also shared on September 6 for dissemination regarding immediate action of stopping the proposal 
by our government to create a new creature that is a combination of a human being and animal. This was the NIH      
proposal which we were urged to voice our objection to this proposal. 
      I will continue to disseminate information regarding legislative issues/request(s) for action, along with sharing       
updates as received from Mr. Acqualino, Director of the SC Catholic Conference. 
     In closing, I would like to share the following website, SCIWAY.net, which gives a listing of precincts, polling places 
state and county election candidates, SC House of Representative candidates, Senate candidates and how to find your 
polling place. This website also will connect you to who you may contact to have a sample machine delivered to nearby 
location for a demonstration of how to use the voting machine.  Please take advantage of this resource and share with 
other parishioners and persons in your community and area. The key to bring about change is,” GET OUT AND VOTE”! 

Commission Corner 
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LEADERSHIP: Organization, Membership, Website, Newsletter and Publicity 
        JOAN MACK AND BARBARA BIRDS, CO CHAIRS 

     (Both from the Charleston Deanery)  
 
                                        ORGANIZATION, MEMBERSHIP AND WEBSITE: 
  
Joan Mack                        Barbara Birds                                                                                                                                                  
(joanmack09@knology.net)                                                                         (birdb@musc.edu) 
 

The Leadership Commission and Membership Team continue to move forward toward achieving our goals as stated in 
the strategic plan we presented to the SCCCW Board in January 2015.  The focus is growing the organization and        
develop/enhance leadership skills on the affiliate and deanery levels.  
 
Since the last Board Meeting, we facilitated a leadership training/membership recruitment workshop in the Charleston 
Deanery.  It was held on Saturday, August 27th in the Assembly Hall of the new Chancery Building from 10:00 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m.  Thirty ladies were in attendance.  It included 10 members from the Beaufort Deanery who were invited to 
come to Charleston for the workshop. 
 
The theme was, “Ensuring Our Future by - Embracing Our Past, Developing Good Leadership Practices and Skills and 
Building a Better Foundation for Membership Growth.” 
 
A continental breakfast was held from 9:30 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.  It gave the attendees from the two deaneries time to 
meet and greet.   The opening prayer service was led jointly by Beverly Buford, President of the Charleston Deanery 
and Teena Manzira, President of the Beaufort Deanery. 
 
Bishop Robert Guglielmone gave his remarks and spent about 15 minutes of his busy schedule to thank the ladies for 
the good work we do for the Church and in our various communities across the state.  He was happy to learn that     
ladies from Beaufort traveled to Charleston for the workshop.  His words were inspiring. He realizes that membership 
recruitment is a challenge for us and he continues to offer his support.  The Bishop also congratulated Barbara on her 
election to the NCCW Board as Atlanta Province Director. 
 
Sister Sandra Makowski, Spiritual Advisor for the Charleston Deanery, also participated in the workshop.  In her        
remarks she said we should help each other grow in our faith and as leaders in Council.  Her topic was, “The Church 
Needs Women to be Brave.” 
 
A highlight of the workshop was a PowerPoint I produced titled, “Making the Connection - “Who We Are…What We 
Do.”  It starts with a recorded video interview of NCCW President, Sheila Hopkins who was a guest on the Catholic    
Television program, “Encounter.”  The segment aired on June 6, 2016.  The PowerPoint also includes archival and     
current information about all levels of the organization.  We feel that every member of Council should know our        
history – why we were formed in the first place and how our values were shaped over time.  We received very positive 
feedback about the workshop.   
 
Davetta Brunson Greene, President of the St. James the Greater Catholic Church in Walterboro (Catholic Hill) attended 
the workshop.  She said she came to learn more about Council so that she could share information with her affiliate.  
She said they were ready to join the Beaufort Deanery and wants us to present a workshop for the ladies in her parish 
in the near future. 
 
Our next workshop is scheduled for Sunday, October 2nd in Myrtle Beach.  We were invited by Marcia Boyer to bring 
the “Traveling Workshop” to her Deanery.   
 
 
Contact Joan or Barb to schedule a Traveling Workshop for your Deanery.  This is especially helpful for new Affiliates 
who have recently organized or need help in organizing to become an Affiliate.  Both ladies are past presidents of the 
SCCCW and full of ideas and information to help you grow.  Call and schedule a Workshop today! 
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NEWSLETTER & PUBLICITY:  Patricia Webb, Greenville Deanery  (patwebb1010@charter.net) 
 
This report continues with Part 2 of “Organizing and Publicizing Your Affiliate” from the Summer issue 
of the Informer. In addition to discussing creating a Directory and List of Members’ Activities, I would 
also like to talk about Social Media.  
 

ORGANIZING AND PUBLICIZING YOUR AFFILIATE (Part 2) 
1. Membership Directory            
 A.  Now that you have created a Membership List, it’s time to publish a Directory for the membership.  Below are    
  some suggestions of what to include as this is also a good source of history and referral at any time.   
  I.  Find someone who has computer talents either within your membership or outside. I use Microsoft      
   Publisher to create my affiliate’s Directory and update it yearly. 
 II.  Suggested information to include: 
  a. Cover:  Affiliate’s name, a religious photo, and the current year  
  b. Inside Cover:  A prayer  
  c. First Page: 
   i.) Complete name of your affiliate, parish, city 
   ii.) Date organized 
   iii.) Frequency of meetings (Ex: Meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month January through  
   December.) 
  d. Second Page: 
   i.) List affiliations (NCCW, SCCCW, and your Deanery) 
   ii.) List name of Diocesan Spiritual Advisor (Very Rev. Fabio Refosco, C.O., The Oratory, Rock Hill) 
   iii.) List name of Deanery Spiritual Advisor (priest’s or deacon’s name, parish, city) 
   iv.) List your Affiliate’s Spiritual Advisor and a photo  
   v) List the name, location and parish of Affiliates within your Deanery  
  e. Third Page: 
   i.) Dedication to members who have died since the last Directory. 
   ii.) In addition to name, birth date and date of death you may choose to include a photo, state how  
   long they were a member, if they held a position on the board and the year, and if they had been  
   selected as a Catholic Woman of the Year (and the year) or any other award from your affiliate. 
   iii.) A prayer 
  f. Fourth Page: 
   i.) Organization Chart (See sample below.  Positions will vary based on each Affiliate.) 
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 g. Fifth Page: 
  i.  List of Past Presidents plus year(s) – Research back to date affiliate was organized.  
 h. Sixth Page: 
  i. List of members who have been selected as the Catholic Woman of the Year plus the year, again, research  
   back to the date your affiliate was organized. 
 i. Seventh Page: 
  i. If you prepare a calendar of meetings and events for the year, include this as it is a handy reference for your  
   membership and any newcomers.   (Also, handy to refer to when planning the next year’s calendar.) 
 j. Eighth Page: 
  i. List of Board of Directors (including Commission Chairs and any Committee Chairs)   
 k. Ninth Page: 
  i. Alphabetical Membership List.  Members love this as an easy reference to contact one another. Include: 
   Name; complete Address; Phone Number; E-mail Address; and Birth Date. 
 l. Bylaws (and last time they were reviewed or revised) 
 m. Standing Rules, if any (plus the last time they were reviewed or revised) 
 n. Individual Photo of Members plus name 

 o. Inside Back Cover – Editors, publisher, date of printing, social media information, and mailing address. 
 
2. List of Members’ Activities 
 A. This is a handy list to maintain in order to know what talents your members possess.  It will come in handy when  
  searching for the appropriate person to hold a particular position on the board or for a special talent.   
 B. How do your members select your Catholic Woman of the Year (CWOY)?  Do they know the accomplishments of  
  every member?  Keep this list current and you can simply send it via e-mail to the membership.  If your CWOY  
  form requires written information about why you are selecting this member, your members will now have the  
  information needed. 
 
3. Social Media 
 A. St. Mary’s Catholic Women’s Club in Greenville has recently expanded their social media to now include           
 Instagram, Twitter and a Blog, in addition to Facebook.  Co-President Taylor Smith pushed for this expansion after 
 hearing a speaker on this subject at the 2016 SCCCW Convention.  This allows the busy mom or working woman to 
 keep up with our news via posts and twits.  In order to announce this news, St. Mary’s Club had business cards 
 printed containing all of the social media information and made them available in the church vestibules.  The         
 announcement was included in the church e-bulletin and the priests announced it from the pulpit during the       
 Masses.  We have 5 individuals who keep the information flowing:  one chairperson and four committee members 
 (2 update Facebook, 1 on Instagram, and 1 on Twitter).  Communication and organization are key to keeping the 
 news flowing. 
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Well, the year is going by so fast. It seems I was just sweltering in the summer heat and humidity and now fall is fast   
approaching with thoughts of pumpkins and the Thanksgiving turkey.  Remember. there are those who aren’t thinking 
about Halloween trick or treating or Thanksgiving celebrating; they are thinking where their next meal is coming from 
or where they will lay their head tonight.   
 
Family:      
     A church in our area has an organization for the young families (age 25-49) of the parish, including those who may 
have children in the CCD, junior high, and senior high religious education programs.  There is no parish school. However, 
there is a large parish life center w/playing fields and a playground.  
     The organization is called Young Families in Faith.  It sponsors several community outreach, fellowship, and faith-
based events throughout the year, and often meets on Sunday mornings while younger children are at CCD classes. 
Most recent activities included a Back to School Mass for parish students and a parish clothing and school supply drive 
prior to the beginning of classes this fall.  Proceeds of the drive were distributed to needy children in the area.  Due to 
the high cost of school supplies, backpacks, etc. there is a great need for this assistance in many SC communities. A 
SCCCW affiliate could fulfill this need if located in an area where no other group is doing so.  
     Also, international speaker, theologian, and fellow brother in Christ, Christopher West who has dedicated his life to 
sharing the message of “The Theology of the Body” presented  a one-day adult retreat entitled, “Living the Joy of Love”, 
which included a meal and was well-received by approximately 200 guests.   At the same time, approximately 50 youth 
from across the Diocese were blessed to hear Marcus Guevara (“Thirsting for Truth” ministry) share the message of 
“The Theology of The Body”.   These presentations spiritually enriched both the adults and youth who participated.  
  
Community:  
     Sisters of the SCCCW, we have a wealth of resources for our community.  These resources are there for our using, so 
take advantage of this opportunity. The Diocese of Charleston maintains offices for the following ministries/
organizations that are a wealth of information for Family and Community concerns, including, but not limited to,        
Catholic Schools, Family Life, Education and Catechesis, Vocations, and the various ministries: Campus, Ethnic, Hispanic, 
International, Prison, Social, Youth, and Young Adult 
 
International:  Project: AID to the Moncks of Norcia, Italy 
     The Benedictine Monks of Norcia (Italian: Monastero di San Benedetto di Norcia) are members of the Order of St. 
Benedict and are located in Nursia, Italy, in the extreme southeast tip of Umbria beneath the slopes of the Sibylline 
Mountains.  The current monastery is physically located above the 5th century ruins of the house of St. Benedict and his 
twin sister St. Scholastica, and has been the location of monastic communities since the tenth century AD.  Today the 
Monks of Norcia care for the spiritual, pastoral, and temporal needs of approximately 50,000 pilgrims from around the 
world who annually visit the birthplace of Sts. Benedict and Scholastica. 
     On August 24th,  a 6.2 magnitude earthquake struck central Italy and the ancient town of Norcia.  All the monks were 
unharmed, but the quake devastated the area and surrounding towns. It caused serious structural damage to the       
Basilica and the Monastery of the Benedictine Monks.  Please consider contributing to their rebuilding effort. 
     Prior Benedict Folsom visited Stella Maris last fall and presided over a solemn, moving and beautiful High Latin Mass. 
He brought cases of the beer made at the monastery for parishioners to taste and enjoy. The brewery is one of the 
main sources of income for the secluded monks. 
If you want to help the rebuilding process, you can give to the monks by visiting: http://en.nursia.org/earthquake-relief/ 
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SERVICE:  Community, Family, International 
    MARY E. LENDA, CHAIR 

                                       (Charleston) (mlenda@hotmail.com) 
 
                 Community:  Open 
               Family:  Judy Zachar, Myrtle Beach Deanery (jimz_29223@yahoo.com) 
             International:  Lisa Summerlin, Charleston Deanery (summerll@musc.edu) 

mailto:mlenda@hotmail.com


SCCCW Atlanta Province Representatives:  
 

 <—Marcia Boyer, Myrtle Beach Deanery (mombny@yahoo.com)  
   Yvonne Pygatt, Columbia Deanery (yvonne.pygatt@aol.com)—>      

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The Atlanta Province Meeting was held September 16th-18th, 2016, at the Atlanta Marriott NW in Atlanta, GA.  The 
meeting opened with a prayer and, after the preliminary opening business, the Bylaws Amendment and Resolutions 
were approved. 
 
Tasked by the bishops and executive board to create a program to use for vocations, the Spirituality committee            
developed a Vocation Purse Club.  It was developed because there are many people who would like to enter a religious 
life but can not because of debt they might have. The project was explained in detail by the Province Director.  
 
The South Carolina Diocese was presented by SCCCW President, Marlene Grover.  She stated she was proud to be in   
Atlanta to talk about what is going on in SC.  Six new Deanery Presidents are now involved  and very busy.  Twelve    
women from SC attended the recent NCCW Convention.  The next Board meeting is September 24th, and a statewide 
retreat will be held in  Charleston on October 22nd.  She spoke about the SCCCW 2017 Convention.  She went on to talk 
about the human trafficking problem in SC and Myrtle Beach and shared the story of the girl abducted seven years ago 
in MB.  She talked about the speaker at national, and stressed what a problem this is, and it is everywhere, targeting 
youth from homes where they feel unwanted or not cared for.  Georgia ranks 9th in trafficking in the US. 
 
A copy of the program from the recent NCCW Convention was passed around so everyone could have an idea of the 
topics presented as well as a copy of the new NCCW Magazine.  (If you would like to receive this magazine visit 
www.nccw.org for complete information.) 
  
The Million Works of Mercy was sent to all levels of council and explained how helpful this program is.  Once collected 
by November 20, they will be gathered and presented to Pope Francis.  Speaking of our works of mercy show others 
what we do.  The number of Works collected to date is about 600,000.   
 
A Legislative Update was presented by Frank Mulcahy, who is a Lobbyist and Attorney. He talked about Religious          
Liberties of speech, currently a controversial issue, and the difficultly for legislation to become law when related to 
these issues. Mr. Mulcahy also focused on information and resolutions on Human Trafficking, which is a central issue 
and most prominent in Georgia. He also stated how we should continue to speak to our elected officials to encourage 
passage of legislation to stop this dreadful crime to children.  
 
Our next Presenter from “Georgia Cares” showed a PowerPoint presentation of statistical information and the impact 
the crime of Human Trafficking is having on society and ways which we can help by making contact with the agencies. 
They are able to provide services such as shelters, counseling and training to those who want to take part in assisting 
these victims.  A check was presented to the Representative of Georgia Cares by the AACCW President on behalf of their 
Council for $6,000.00.  The hotline number to make reports and obtain assistance is 1-844- 8GADMST  
 
Our second speaker was Sister Mary Francis, a Sister with Eudist Servants of the 11th Hour, whose Mother House is in 
Tijuana, Mexico.  Sister is 61 years old, a mother of three sons, grandmother of three, a Veteran, and a retired manager 
from there Federal government.  She spoke about Spirituality, Forgiveness, Mercy, and Letting go. Sister Mary Francis 
also discussed forgiveness as it pertained to major life challenges.  She gave examples of her work within the Prison and 
Correctional Institution and shared stories of individual circumstances in prison and asked that we pray for them as they 
have asked for forgiveness.  Sister Mary also spoke about how we can cleanse our frame of mind so we can focus on   
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NCCW—–-National Council of Catholic Women 
AACCW—Atlanta Archdiocese Council of Catholic Women 
SDCCW—Savannah Diocesan Council of Catholic Women 

SCCCW—South Carolina Council of Catholic Women 
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what God wants us to do and asked that we develop a close relationship with Jesus Christ through personal prayer 
throughout each day.  She also shared related scripture resources and handouts for us to share with others. 
 
The new Province Director of the Province of Atlanta, Barbara Birds was presented.  Barbara is a past president of 
the SCCCW and a member of the Charleston Deanery.  She spoke of her background and that she is eager to work for 
all women in province, and looks forward to sharing all news and information from the NCCW.  She introduced Joan 
Mack as Province Secretary and Treasurer.  (Joan is also a past president of the SCCCW and a member of the Charles-
ton     Deanery.)  Barbara looks forward to being as visible and available as possible and encouraged everyone  to go 
to nccw.org as it contains a wealth of information for all areas of Council.  
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National Council of Catholic Women  
Vocation Purse Club 

 
Helps Catholic women entering religious life pay off educational debt or provide required funding to enter.  NCCCW, in collabo-
ration with the National Fund for Catholic Religious Vocations (NFCRV), invites you to support the Vocation Purse Club.  This 
Club fulfills our Resolution to support Consecrated Life (September 2015). 

http://nccw.org


The 96th Annual Convention of the National Council of Catholic Women was held at the Downtown Marriott Hotel in    
Indianapolis, Indiana from September 7-10, 2016.  Members from South Carolina along with members from all over the 
country were in attendance.  The theme was: 

 
“96 Years of Mercy—Catholic Women: Instruments of Mercy” 

 
Highlights from the Convention: 
 
 CRS - Catholic Relief Services has partnered with NCCW for 70 years; among many other projects NCCW has been in 

support of the build of water wells in countries of need, so there will no longer be crossing bathing and laundry      
water with drinking water.  In regards to human trafficking, integrating women and children in homes for rehab in 
countries like Kenya, Nicaragua, Sierra Leone and more. 

 
 CCO - Cross Catholic Outreach - working together for 70 years fighting for human dignity, working with the poorest 

of the poor, education of children; supporting a home for victims of human trafficking and more.  CCO has               
implemented a new program, ”A box of Joy”.  This is a project to send children a ‘box of joy’ at Christmas;  if you 
could only have seen the faces of those children in the video.  To make a difference check out this program at 
crosscatholic.org and go to ‘box of joy’ for more information, as well as videos of the children receiving their         
packages . 

 
 Bringing greetings at convention were representatives of Catholic Daughters of America, Knights of Peter Claver   

Auxiliary, and the Catholic Women’s League of Canada. 
 
 A new NCCW logo was unveiled:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Commissions Sessions were given on Spirituality, Beth Mahoney- over the past 10 years lost 1000 people interested 
in religious vocation due to debt.  Some councils raise funds for vocations, however a new program has been set up 
to help these potential priests and sisters, called Vocation Purse Club (more info at nccw.org).   

 
 In 1960 Dorothy Day and St. Mother Theresa of Calcutta were the convention speakers. 
 
 Leadership,, Lindamarie Richardson Kelly; Spoke about what NCCW is, how it works, why belong, will NCCW take 

away from parish good works, and more.  NCCW Leadership Commission is here to help answer all these questions 
and more.  There are 130 years of combined leadership skills of CCW members who served on the Leadership      
Commission.  Jane Carter stated that the number 1 leadership skill is communication.  This works to keep women  
informed, inspired and ignited (in piety, awe, understanding, council wisdom, knowledge and fortitude) and            
JOY, stands for Jesus, Others, You.  St. Mother Teresa: “I can do things you cannot, you can do things I cannot;        
together we can do great things”, reminding us that we must all work together. 

 
 Service, Chris Heiderscheidt: includes 15 Commission Chairs for Human Trafficking, Immigration, Respite.  A high     

priority right now is human trafficking - children as young as eight are victims; there are over 21 million worldwide, 
68% trapped in forced labor; 26% are children; 55% are women and girls: Victims of trafficking and smuggling (across 
borders).  

 
 Immigration, Olga Dickieson on the problems facing this major issue in today’s world.  “Look at immigration thru the 

eyes of the most important refugees that ever lived - Jesus, Mary, Joseph”.  At the root of immigration is fear and 
ignorance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 NCCW Convention News 
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  Respite, Diane Tagunder.  This program is being resurrected in NCCW.  New brochures and a Respite Manual is     
available at nccw.org 

 
 The Most Reverend Gregory Parkes, Bishop of Pensacola-Tallahassee, FL, on behalf of the United States Confer-

ence of Catholic Bishops offered assurance that all Bishops will support our works. 
 
 Maria Morera Johnson, Author.  Wrote the book, “BadAss Book of Saints”.  Told story of her life and how listening 

to what God had to say in her life, led to awareness of the plan He had in mind for her. 
 
 Judy Hehr, gave her personal testimony of how she realized the infinite love and mercy of our God, and that is never 

too late to be what God meant for you to be.  From the mess she created in her life to where she is today is a       
miracle from God.  She is a speaker, life coach, trainer, radio host, a wife and mother of 4. 

 
 General Session/Business meeting was filled with many reports; some highlights:  There were 610 attendees at    

Convention; 2015 minutes on website/passed; Individual membership has been decreased to $50 and can be done 
on line; it was recommended, that if possible, affiliates and deanery add a $100 donation to NCCW in their budget; 
Million Works of Mercy ends Nov. 20, will be collected, put together and delivered to the pope.  Through financial 
wisdom and prudent spending, and a $50K anonymous donation, NCCW is fiscally sound and out of debt from four 
years ago when there was a $750K debt.  Mary Matheus, outgoing Treasurer, in getting through these past few years 
stated ‘when God taps you on the shoulder, never underestimate what you can do”.  She suggested that everyone 
GET one new member.   

 
 Rebecca Woodhull, Past President reported on “Joys of Being a Past President” and spoke about finishing projects 

left over from her term. 
 
 Fr. James Stembler, out going Spiritual Advisor gave his thoughts and thanks and welcomed incoming NCCW Spiritual      

Advisor, Father Richard Dawson from Pensacola/Tallahassee diocese. 
 
 Kateriina Rosenblatt, PhD spoke about the time in her life when she was lured into trafficking and the strength she 

asked God for to get out of it.  Her book is called “Stolen”.  Most parents never know their child may have been 
lured into trafficking by promises of travel, nice clothes, trips and more.  Most brothels are in normal, average    
neighborhoods, 1 in 3 are in middle school and 1 in 9 are in high school, and include girls and boys.   

 
 The leadership, Training and Development Team put together a wonderful program on how to become leaders, how 

to maintain members and what can be done to retain members.  There is much information available on nccw.org 
that can be of help to all members. 

 
 In closing, President Sheila Hopkins led us in hearing reports of all the commissions and the Legislative Advocacy 

Committee.  Joan McGrath was awarded the OLGC Award.  Nine new province directors were installed 
 
 The ladies of Texas did a great invite to the 2017 Convention to be held in Dallas. 
 
 In closing, the NCCW Recommitment Service was delivered by Maribeth Stewart, NCCW President Elect. 
 
 
Marcia Boyer Yvonne Pygatt 
SCCCW Province Representative NCCW Nominating Committee Member 
SCCCW Myrtle Beach Deanery President SCCCW Legislative Chair 
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NCCW: A Million Works of Mercy Quick and Easy C-O-U-N-T-I-N-G Form! 
 

Individuals: Just put the NUMBER of Works of Mercy that you have done. 

Groups/Affiliates: Just MULTIPLY the number of members for each Mercy! 
 

HINTS:  Please use numbers not check marks! 

1. Everyone should count daily mercies (such as praying for the living and the dead) by multiplying by the number of 

days in the month.  A group of 14 members would therefore submit 434 prayers for the living and the dead for the 

month of May! 

2. Groups/Affiliates should multiply all group activities by the number of members.  

 Example: If 18 members worked on the actual canned goods collection and another 30 made donations of food, 48 

would be submitted. 

 
Below each Work of Mercy are SUGGESTIONS, but do not be limited by them!! Be sure to include what you already do! 

[         ] Feed the Hungry & Give Drink to the Thirsty 

Those who are in need of physical sustenance, better nutrition or clean healthy water. Cooking, collecting, delivering, donating all 

count! 

 

[         ] Clothe the Naked 

Those who are not adequately clothed for the climate, victims of property loss or in great need. Sewing, donating, collecting, delivering 

all count! 

 

[         ] Shelter the Homeless 

Those who live on the streets (for whatever reason) or have inadequate protection from the elements and substandard housing.  

Advocating and helping the homeless find services and care also count! 

 

[         ] Correct/Admonish Sinners & Instruct the Ignorant 

Those who have not been taught the truth of our faith, about our loving and forgiving God or have not learned to live as faith-filled  

people.  Participating in religious instruction, VBS, Scripture study, Spiritual Book clubs, as well as one-on-one interactions count! 

 

[         ] Counsel the Doubtful 

Those facing a crossroads---a place in their spiritual journey where two options exist---and need help to discern which will lead them  

closer to God and which will lead them away.  Just listening as a friend processes it all counts, too! 

 

[          ] Comfort the Sorrowing 

Those who have experienced any loss, especially through death, divorce or abandonment counts! 

 

[         ] Visit the Sick 

Those who are in hospital, homebound, or limited by health issues of chronic illness or depression, or running errands for them counts! 

 

[         ] Visit those in Prison 

Helping those who are incarcerated and their families “on the outside” who need support, both physical and emotional counts 

 

[         ] Bear Wrongs Patiently 

To respond with patient acceptance when we are unjustly accused, labeled, blamed or injured counts 

 

[          ] Forgive Offenses Willingly 

To freely and readily forgive anyone who insults, wrongs or attacks us---often repeatedly, especially within families count 

 

[          ] Pray for the Living and the Dead 

To keep all in prayer, known and unknown to us, including those who have died counts---and we do it every day! 

 

[           ] Bury the Dead 

To honor the body as the temple of the Holy Spirit during a person’s lifetime, to honor those who die in service, and assisting with       

funeral costs for those in need count!  

 

 

Email: mercynccw@gmail.com   USPS: NCCW Mercies, P O Box 4756, Oak Ridge, TN  37831 
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“Voice of Hope,  

Blessings, Mercy and Love” 

Make your room reservations now! 

Columbia Marriott Hotel 
1200 Hampton Street, Columbia, 29201 

 
Call: 800-593-6465 or 803-771-7000                

and reference: 
South Carolina Council of Catholic Women 

or SCW 
   

 Room rate is $129.00 
 Parking is free for registered guests        

of the hotel  

 Speakers:   
 Sheila Hopkins, National Council of
 Catholic Women President, and 
 many more wonderful speakers! 
 
 Mass with the Most Reverend Robert E. 

Guglielmone, Bishop of the Diocese of          
Charleston, as Celebrant 

 
 Pray the Rosary  
 
 Saturday Night Banquet 
 
 Announcement of the SCCCW 2017 

Catholic Woman of the Year 
 
 Award for the 2017 Religious Woman of 

the Year 
 
 Convention Project:  To be  announced 
 
 Entertainment, Fun, Friendships! 
 
 Convention Registration coming in     

January, 2017! 

Columbia Deanery President 
Juanita Henry 

Convention Co-Chair 
Yvonne Pygatt 

Convention Co-Chair 
Chris Segars 

 
 

invites you to join them for their  

87th Annual Convention 

March 24-26, 2017 

Columbia, South Carolina 

Hosted by the Ladies of the Columbia Deanery 

The South Carolina Council of Catholic Women 



Convention begins on Friday, but many attendees arrive on Thursday.  Therefore, the Convention 
Committee has arranged a fun event to fellowship, eat, and learn about “Catholic” art. 

 
WHAT:   2017 SCCCW Pre-Convention Activity 
  Enjoy a guided tour of the Columbia Museum of Art’s masterpieces of the Renaissance, Baroque, and         
  Rococo periods followed by a private reception with wine and a buffet dinner (a meat dish, a side dish,     
  salad, dessert, and water/tea/lemonade). 
 
WHEN:   Thursday, March 23, 2017, 6:00-8:00 P.M. 
 
WHERE:   Columbia Museum of Art, 1515 Main Street 
 (diagonally across the street from the Marriott) 
 
COST:   $40/person 
  (covers museum admission, guided tour, buffet dinner, and wine) 
 
Come see the only Botticelli fresco outside of Italy.  View a rare 15th-century Book of  Hours.  Find out why Our   
Lady is almost always depicted in blue.  Learn how to pick out John the Baptist in a painting…and much, much 
more! 
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Art Uncorked 
(a.k.a. Small Group Tours for the Thirsty) 

 
 
 
 

NAME:_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE #:________________________E-MAIL:________________________________________________________ 
 
Mail your check for $40 (made payable to SCCCW with “Art Uncorked” in the memo line) to Diane Pauls (SCCCW  
Treasurer), 4016 Manor Wood Drive, Myrtle Beach, SC  29588 so that it is postmarked by Friday, March 3, 2017. 

Please print 

 

Art Uncorked Reservation Form 
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PARISH COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN:  Parishes are started by the local Bishop as needed.  The Parish CCW 
is often referred to as the “Affiliate”.  The Parish Affiliate is the foundation of the structure. 
  
DEANERY (VICARIATE, DISTRICT) COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN:  This is the only structure that is called by 
different names.  The Bishop decides how many deaneries are in his diocese.  This is a  geographic breakdown 
so priests and CCW can meet on a smaller level due to sizes of dioceses. 
  
ARCH/DIOCESAN COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN:  The Holy Father in Rome decides when and where new     
dioceses will be established. 
  
PROVINCE:  There are 33 Provinces in the United States.  Provinces are geographical breakdowns decided by 
The Holy Father in Rome.  This is a civil corporation and operational secretariat through which the Bishops, in 
cooperation with the other members of the Church, act on a wider-than-ecclesiastical scale for the good of the 
Church and society in the United States.  We elect or appoint Province Directors to be the NCCW Board of      
Directors. 
  
THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN is the umbrella organization for ALL Catholic Women’s          
Organizations.  It was started in 1920 by the Bishops of the United States to bring all women’s organizations 
under one umbrella to be a powerful voice for Catholic Women in society and church. 

  

 
The Structure of the   

National Council of Catholic Women 
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By Pat Webb 

 

Diocesan Spiritual Advisor: Fr. Fabio Refosco, CO 
 
Elected Officers 
President:   Marlene Grover (MB)                                                                                                                               
Treasurer:  Diane Pauls (MB)                                                                                                                            
Recording Secretary:  Delores Gilliard (CO)                                                                                                     
 
Vice Presidents:  
(are the Presidents of each Deanery)  
 Beaufort Deanery Teena Manzira (B) 
 Charleston Deanery Beverly Buford (CH) 
 Columbia Deanery Juanita Henry (CO) 
 Greenville Deanery Susanne Wolfe (G) 
 Myrtle Beach Deanery Marcia Boyer (MB) 
 Rock Hill Deanery Jeanette Altenburg (RH)  
 Aiken Deanery In Planning Stages                                                              
 
Appointed Officers 
Parliamentarian:  Veronica Yockey (G)                                                                                                                      
Corresponding Secretary:  Carol Buchholz (MB)                                                                                                             
 

COMMISSION CHAIRS:                                                                                                                                   
Spirituality:                                                                                                                                                         
Chair:  Maria Stephens (CH)                                                                                                                           
 Church:   Maria Stephens (CH)    
 Legislative: Yvonne Pygatt (CO)                                                                                                  
Leadership:                                                                                                                                                                       
Co-Chairs:                              Joan Mack & Barb Birds (CH)                                 
 Organization and                                                   
 Membership Committees: Joan Mack & Barb Birds (CH)                                                                         
 Newsletter & Publicity:  Patricia Webb (G)               
 Website Coordinator:  Joan Mack (CH)                                                                                                                         

SCCCW Mission Statement 

 
The purpose of the South Carolina Council of Catholic Women is to serve as a    
medium through which the Catholic Women of the Diocese may speak and act 
as one unit. 
 
Its goals are to stimulate the work of and render definite assistance to the 
efforts of all affiliate organizations and to give service to the Church.  The South 
Carolina Council of Catholic Women will endeavor to create interest in, and to 
assist in, the furtherance of the faith and well-being of the people of the           
Diocese of Charleston. 
 

    
 www.scccw.org 

Service:                                                                                                                                                             
Chair:  Mary E. Lenda (MB)                                                                                                                                        
 Community:   Open                              
 Family:   Judy Zachar (B)                                   
 International:  Lisa Summerlin (CH) 
               
Atlanta Province Director: Barbara Birds (CH) 
Atlanta Province Reps:   Marcia Boyer (MB) and 
 Yvonne Pygatt (CO)  
 
Archives & History:  Mary Lou Taylor (CH)                                                                                     
Facility Coordinator:   Martha Becht (CO)                                                                                                                      
 
2017 Convention Co-Chairs:   Chris Segars (CO) 
  Yvonne Pygatt (CO) 
 
Associates (Past Presidents living):                                                   
Phyllis Atkins  (2012-2014) -B                                  
Barbara Birds  (2010-2012) -CH                                  
Lindamarie Richardson (2008-2010) -G                                                  
Mary Sue Barnum  (2006-2008) -CO                                
Joan Mack  (2002-2004) -CH                            
Jessie Bowens  (2000-2002) -G                                        
Carolyn Heider  (1994-1996) -CH                                   
Peggy Waters  (1988-1990) -MB                                     
Harriet Condon  (1986-1988) -CH                           
Randi Olafson  (1982-1984) -CO                                   
 
 
Note: Letters after each name indicate deanery represented. 
Beaufort (B), Charleston (CH), Columbia (CO), Greenville (G), Myrtle Beach (MB), and 
Rock Hill (RH). 

 

Watch for more news in the Winter issue! 

SCCCW 2016-17 Board of Directors 

Spirituality, Leadership, Service! 
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