




















Resolutions Approved by 

South Carolina Council of Catholic Women  

2011 Convention 
 

 

RESOLUTION #1  Legalize Raffles 
 

Whereas, the South Carolina Council of Catholic Women has relied on funds received from 

raffles to support many charitable endeavors and operational costs, and 

 

Whereas, raffles are currently illegal in South Carolina, and 

 

Whereas, it will take a South Carolina constitutional amendment to make raffles legal, 

 

Be it resolved, that the South Carolina Council of Catholic Women members will actively work 

to contact their legislators and speak out in the community in support of the passage of S.256 

(joint resolution) and S.255 (implementing legislation) which will make raffles legal for 

religious, charitable, educational and non-profit organizations.   

 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION #2  Domestic Violence 

 
Whereas, more than 36,000 victims annually report a domestic violence incident to law 

enforcement in South Carolina , and  

  

Whereas, South Carolina ranks ninth in the nation for the amount of homicides caused by 

criminal domestic violence, and  

  

Whereas, domestic violence not only permanently scars the immediate victims involved, it also 

deeply affects the entire family, community, and world in a severely negative manner, and 

 

Whereas, the act of domestic violence is spurred by anger and hate, but the command of Jesus is 

to love,  

  

Be it resolved, that the South Carolina Council of Catholic Women members will use resources 

to educate the community about the dangers of domestic violence, and support victims by having 

information for assistance available in public places, and  

  

Be it resolved, that the South Carolina Council of Catholic Women members will pray diligently 

to the Holy Spirit to remove this violence from our society, and 

 

Be it resolved, that members will support groups that assist domestic violence victims and 

advocate programs that help victims and support legislation that aids victims.   



RESOLUTION #3  Human Trafficking 

 
Whereas, human trafficking is the illegal trade in human beings for the purposes of commercial 

sexual exploitation or forced labor, a modern-day form of slavery with more than 14,500 to 

17,500 people primarily women and children trafficked to the United States annually, and 

  

Whereas, South Carolina has reported instances of the recruitment, transportation, transfer, 

harboring or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or use of force or other forms of coercion 

of abduction, fraud or deception and, 

 

Whereas, it was reported to South Carolina by the federal government that there are persons who 

are giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve control over another person for the 

purpose of exploitation in the form of sexual exploitation, forced labor, slavery, servitude or the 

removal of organs for profit, and 

  

Whereas, the act of human trafficking is immoral and fueled by greed, but the command of Jesus 

Christ is to love and,   

  

Whereas, human trafficking is considered one of the fastest growing criminal industries with 

over 100,000 children estimated to be in the sex trade in the United States each year, 

  

Be it resolved, that the South Carolina Council of Catholic Women members will use resources 

to educate the community regarding human trafficking laws at the state and federal levels and to 

increase public awareness of the dangers of human trafficking, and 

  

Be it resolved, that the South Carolina Council of Catholic Women members will support groups 

that assist victims of human trafficking by having information for assistance and detection 

available in public places, and 

  

Be it resolved, that the South Carolina Council of Catholic Women members will pray diligently 

to the Holy Spirit to remove human trafficking from our society.       
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Resolutions Approved by  

South Carolina Council of Catholic Women 

 2012 Convention 
 

 

Resolution #1 

Virtus Training 

 

 
Whereas the Catholic Church affirms the inherent dignity of each human being as created in the 

image and likeness of God, and  

 

Whereas the sexual abuse of a minor is a violation of that person’s dignity for which there is no 

justification, and   

 

Whereas minors especially deserve the protection of society, since they cannot adequately 

provide it for themselves, and  

  

Whereas the Diocese of Charleston is adamant that the abuse of children, including physical 

injury, sexual molestation, sexual exploitation, or grave emotional damage will not be tolerated 

by anyone, and 

 

Whereas the Diocese of Charleston has implemented a Safe Environment training program for 

all church personnel and volunteers who have access to children,    

 

Be it resolved that S.C.C.C.W. members will engage in the Virtus Safe Environment training 

program if they have not already been trained.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Resolution #2 
 

H 3757 Human Trafficking 

 

Whereas human trafficking is the illegal trade in human beings for the purposes of commercial 

sexual exploitation or forced labor, a modern-day form of slavery with more than 20,000 people 

primarily women and children trafficked to the United States annually, and 

  

Whereas the S.C.C.C.W. formally adopted at the S.C.C.C.W. 81
st
 annual convention in March of 

2011 to increase our efforts to stop human trafficking in South Carolina, and 

 

Whereas House bill H 3757 will provide for certain human trafficking offenses, will provide 

penalties and will provide restitution for victims of human trafficking offenses, among other 

provisions, and 

 

Whereas South Carolina House bill H 3757 has not come to vote for ratification, 

  

Be it resolved that we as Catholic women are encouraged to contact our state leaders requesting 

their support of this bill.   
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Resolutions Approved by 

South Carolina Council of Catholic Women 

2013 Convention 

 

Resolution # 1    YEAR OF FAITH 

Our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, and all bishops call upon Catholics that this Year of Faith 

be a time of spiritual renewal and personal encounter with Christ for us all. 

Whereas, may this Year of Faith be a time to renew our love for Christ and the Church and to 

enter into a deeper devotion to the Virgin Mary. 

Whereas, may our deepening of faith during this Year of Faith help us  to long for justice and 

peace in the world. 

Whereas, may this Year of Faith be an opportunity for Catholics to renew their baptismal 

vocation and grow in zeal to share the gospel with others. 

Be it resolved, that The South Carolina Catholic Council of Catholic Women members will 

encourage and inspire others to proclaim their love for Christ and His Church and remind us of 

ways to serve those in our midst who are overlooked, ignored, or rejected, so that all may 

experience the peace and healing of Christ’s love. 

 

 

Resolution # 2     CHERISH THE ROSARY 

Pope Benedict, XVI asked the Faithful to “Cherish the Rosary” during the Year of Faith. 

Whereas, as we invite everyone to cherish the Rosary and allow ourselves to be guided by Mary 

in meditating upon the mysteries of Christ, and day after day we are helped to assimilate the 

Gospel so that it can shape our lives. 

Be it resolved, that the members of SCCCW will be encouraged to pray the rosary each day 

during the Year of Faith, and 

Be it resolved, that the members of SCCCW will encourage their families and others in the 

community to pray the rosary, and to place themselves in the school of Mary who leads us to 

Christ, the living center of our faith. 

 

 



Resolution # 3      RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 

We are Catholics. We are Americans. We are proud to be both, grateful for the gift of faith that is 

ours as Christian disciples, and grateful for the gift of liberty that is ours as American citizens. 

To be Catholic and American should mean not having to choose one over the other. Our 

allegiances are distinct, but they need not be contradictory, and should instead be complimentary. 

That is the teaching of our Catholic faith, which obliges us to work together with fellow citizens 

for the common good of all who live in this land. That is the vision of our founding fathers and 

our Constitution, which guarantees citizens of all religious faiths the right to contribute to our 

common life together. 

Whereas, we must ensure that as Americans we retain our religious liberty to bring our 

principles and moral convictions into the public arena. 

Be it resolved, that SCCCW members will pray and educate themselves and others to the threat 

to our Religious freedoms, and 

Be it resolved, SCCCW members will advocate for conscience protections at the local, state, and 

national levels consistent with Church teachings. 

 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE, 2013 CONVENTION 

Father Fabio Refusco, C. O., Spiritual Moderator 

Susanne Wolfe, Chairman 
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Resolutions Approved by 

South Carolina Council of Catholic Women 

2014 Convention 

 
Resolution #1 

Purpose:  To unite all Catholic women in a time of renewal and commitment through 

encouragement, mentoring, and prayerful support. 

 

Whereas:  We believe that through the guidance of the Holy Spirit, our faith can and will 

be renewed. 

 

Whereas:  We believe that our commitment and support will contribute to the success of 

our organization as we fulfill the laws of Christ. 

 

Be it Resolved:  That the members of the SCCCW will create mentoring opportunities to 

be visible in their parishes, committees, and communities. 

 

Suggested Action Items: 

 Develop an ongoing relationship with new attendees at the SCCCW Convention. 

 Listen to the needs, ideas, and topics that all women are interested in. 

 Form a committee to develop ways to encourage younger women to become more 

active in their Church and community. 

 Support the Reverend William F. Pentis Memorial Scholarship recipients with 

communication, mentoring, and prayer. 

 Be an example to others, which creates visibility. 

 

 

Resolution #2 

Purpose:  To continue our service to the poor, marginalized and underprivileged in our 

state and beyond as called by Holy Father, Pope Francis. 

 

Whereas:  We challenge our Sisters in Christ to be Cognizant of the poor in our 

Ministries and communities at large. 

 

Whereas:  We shall follow the lead of Pope Francis by ministering to the marginalized 

and visiting the poor and sick. 

 

Be it Resolved:  That our SCCCW will continue to pray for the poor, marginalized and 

underprivileged remembering them in our daily vigils and giving generously to charities, 

families, and children. 

 

Suggested Action Items: 

 Become informed, develop strategies, and implement effective ways to help 

prevent causes of poverty in the specific community. 

 Establish committees to cultivate relationships among the marginalized. 

 Assist and give when there is an emergency or disaster. 

 Show unconditional love towards those you help. 



 

Resolution #3 

Purpose:  To promote and encourage cooperation and awareness of everyone’s role in 

the New Evangelization. 

 

Whereas:  The clergy need affirmation and attention in different ways or reasons and at 

different times, and 

 

Whereas:  The women need motivation to feel relevant and engage in their thriving and 

struggling, and 

 

Whereas:  All the faithful look for evidence and inspiration to share and communicate in 

as many was as possible the Joy of the Gospel, therefore be it 

 

Resolved: That the SCCCW will see themselves first as an evangelizer who uses a 

variety of communication tools targeting active Catholics, inactive Catholics, and non-

Catholics. 

 

Suggested Action Items: 

 Work closely with a communications ministry. 

 Assist parishes in press release. 

 Form an Evangelization Committee of parishioners. 

 Help by creating opportunities for workshops on Evangelization. 

 Promote collaboration with other parish ministries and organizations. 

 Increase small group faith sharing opportunities in each parish meeting. 

 Provide evangelization resources according to the needs of ministries. 

 

 

 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE, 2014 CONVENTION 

 

Father Fabio Refusco, C. O., Spiritual Moderator 

Suzanne Wolfe, Chairman 

Vivian Hernandez, Columbia-Midlands Deanery 

Esperanza Riols, Coastal Deanery 

Eileen Filan, Lowcountry Deanery 

Marlene Grover, Pee Dee Deanery 

Mamie Boyd, Piedmont Deanery 
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