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endars for March 9-11, 

2012, Embassy Suites 

Hotel, Columbia to at-

tend.  You can now make 

hotel reservations 

through the link on our 

website: www.scccw.org 

or calling the hotel.  

Convention Co-Chairs 

are Mary Sue Barnum 

and Monica Szymanski.  

Delores Gilliard is the 

host Deanery President. 

Please note our conven-

tion schedule will begin 

early on Friday evening 

at 7 pm.  Roll Call of the 

Affiliates and Individual 

Members will be taken 

at the opening session 

on Friday. 

Election of officers will 

be Saturday morning.  

Officers to be elected are 

President, Secretary and 

Treasurer.   All are in-

vited to consider becom-

ing an officer.  We en-

courage new leaders on 

the SCCCW Board.  

Check with your Dean-

ery Presidents for more 

details regarding qualifi-

cations. 

New Commission Sys-

tem—New Reporting 

Guidelines and 

Forms.   Last Year,  

Message from the President                  
Barbara J. Birds                                          

Fall 2011 

SCCCW officially 

adopted the NCCW new 

commission system 

which aligns the present 

6 commissions to come 

under 3 main commis-

sions, namely Spiritual-

ity, Leadership and Ser-

vice.  Joan Mack, Organi-

zation Chair, successfully 

created new forms, point 

grading systems and re-

porting guidelines which 

will be very beneficial to 

our Affiliates.  The Board 

of Directors adopted the 

proposal coming from 

this Chair at our Septem-

ber 17th meeting.  We 

will roll these new proce-

dures out for the 2012 

convention reporting.  All 

Affiliate Presidents will 

receive detailed informa-

tion in the Pre-

Convention Packet in 

late October, 2011.  For 

more details you may 

contact your Deanery 

President. 

Leadership Training 

Development at the 

2012 SCCCW Conven-

tion.  NCCW Leadership 

Team will facilitate what 

will be an excellent three 

days of presentations on 

leadership.  The training 

is for all members.  You  

Greetings! 

South Carolina Council 

of Catholic Women is 

alive and doing well.  

We remain committed to 

the growth of our or-

ganization through 

Spirituality, Leadership 

and Service.  In my re-

port, you will find some 

updates that are benefi-

cial and important. 

New Moderator Ap-

pointed by Bishop 

Guglielmone.  On Sep-

tember 20th Bishop 

Guglielmone appointed 

Father Fabio Refosco, 

CO, Congregation of the 

Oratory of St. Philip 

Neri in Rock Hill, SC as 

our new Moderator.  We 

are very grateful to 

Bishop Guglielmone for 

this appointment and to 

Father Refosco for ac-

cepting our invitation.  

We welcome you with 

open arms, our prayers 

and support. 

2011-2012 Convention 

One of our major focuses 

this year for our 2012 

convention is leadership 

development.  Columbia

-Midlands are hosting 

the convention this year.  

Please mark your cal-  
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we share, we grow!  

Mary Sue Barnum, Convention 

Chair—pictured below, an-

nounced that the theme of the 

2012 SCCCW Convention is:  

“South Carolina Council of 

Catholic Women, Gift of Chris-

tian Leadership Empowered 

Through Spirituality, Teaching 

and Service.”   The Convention 

will be held at the Embassy 

Suites Hotel in Columbia, SC 

during March 9-11, 2012.  

Room rates are $119 per night 

which includes a complimen-

tary cook-to-order breakfast 

each morning.  Go to 

SCCCW.org and you will be 

able to book your hotel room 

on-line.  Convention registra-

tion for SCCCW Members is 

$85 and the Opening Session of 

the Convention will begin on 

Friday, March 9th at 7 PM.  

Embassy Suites will offer a 

buffet lunch on Saturday for 

around $12. 

The Convention committee 

consists of Mary Sue Barnum, 

Chairman (a past president 

from the Col-Mid Deanery), 

Monica Szymanski, Co-Chair-                            

The members of the Board con-

vened on September 17, 2011, 

at St. Joseph‟s Catholic Church, 

Columbia.  The members repre-

sent all areas of  the state and 

drive several hours to attend 

these meetings. 

President Barbara Birds called 

the meeting to order and 

Phyllis Atkins, State Church 

Commission Chair, proceeded 

with the Opening Prayer. 

 

 

 

The deanery presidents pre-

sented their reports followed by 

the commission chairpersons 

and the remaining board mem-

bers. They are summarized on 

the following pages.  Make sure 

to read them to keep apprised of 

all of the news not only from 

your deanery but throughout 

the state.  You may discover an 

idea from another affiliate that 

you would like to implement!  

Contact that deanery president 

for further information.  When 

person (also a past president 

from the Col-Mid Deanery), 

and Delores Gilliard, Col-Mid 

Deanery President.  This com-

mittee has met several times 

during the summer and an-

other meeting is scheduled for 

October.   

Also, the Associates (a.k.a. 

SCCCW Past Presidents) have 

been discussing plans to in-

clude three NCCW Leadership 

Training Development Work-

shops at the 2012 Convention.  

Members of the Col-Mid Dean-

ery have already been busy be-

hind the scenes working hard 

to make this convention the 

best ever!  Make your reserva-

tions today! 

Joan Mack, Organization 

Chair, proposed a new format 

for the Commission Report 

System.  Additional sugges-

tions were made by the board 

and we look forward to imple-

menting this new system 

shortly.    

The meeting adjourned around 

3:20 P.M. with a Closing 

Prayer.   

 

SCCCW Fall Board Meeting 
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President Birds 

President 

Bird is 

modeling 

the new 

NCCW 

apron.  

Visit 

nccw.org to 

order yours 

today! 



Low Coun-
try:  Joan Vale-
sente, President  

Val5242@aol.com 

                       
The Low Coun-
try Deanery has 

spent a fairly quiet summer 
making plans for the upcoming 
year.  We hosted our annual 
Sisters’ Tea on August 21st.  
I’m not sure who enjoys it 
more, the guests or the host-
esses!  We continue the prac-
tice of sending anniversary and 
birthday cards to the priests 
and religious of the deanery to 
show our appreciation for all 
that they do.  We will be serv-
ing lunch to the priests at their 
October meeting with our 
dean, Father Cellini.  Phyllis 
Atkins and I met with Father 
Cellini to discuss fundraising 
plans and the progress on our 
new high school.  He suggested 
that we consider donating the 
status of John Paul II, all the 
more reason to raise money.  
He approved our plan to sell 
tickets for The Italian Heritage 
Festival to be held in Septem-
ber.  Local charities are selling 
the entrance tickets and re-
ceive a share of the money col-
lected.  We will also be selling 
CRS chocolate bars in the fall.  
Father Cellini suggested we 
concentrate our efforts on 
membership to the two mission 
churches who already have 
women’s clubs and to the re-
maining St. Anthony’s Church 
in Hardeeville. 

Columbia-
Midlands:  
Delores Gilliard, 
President                                     
Deloredg5@bell 
south.net   

The Columbia-
Midlands Deanery will have its 
first meeting of the new season 
on Sunday, September 25, 2011, 
at St. Peter’s Catholic Church in 
Columbia.  I am looking for-
ward to hearing about the great 
activities and projects that the 
affiliates have planned for the 
upcoming season. 

Our deanery is the proud host-
esses of the 82nd Annual Con-
vention and Mary Sue Barnum, 
Monica Szymanski and I have 
been very busy laying the foun-
dation for it.  We are excited 
and hope each of you will get 
your members excited about 
joining us on March 9-11, 2012, 
at the Embassy Suites Hotel in 
Columbia.  Visit scccw.org and 
book your rooms on-line. 

A few highlights of what we are 
working on are funding, sched-
uling the workshops in the busy 
convention schedule, workshop 
topics, convention booklet, reg-
istration, ditty bags, Mass at 
Our Lady of the Hills on Satur-
day, ads, and much more. 

Our committee will meet again 
on October 15th at the Embassy 
Suites.  After this meeting we 
should be ready to share final 
information that will go out in 
the “Call to Convention” pack-
ets. 

Holy Family Ladies Guild:   
They received a thank you note 
from Sister Jane Reilly for the 
$500 donated to build latrines 
in the Dominican Republic to 
help prevent the spread of 
cholera.  250 latrines are cur-
rently in construction, how-
ever, 400 more families are 
still waiting their turn.   

St. Anthony’s Altar Society in 
Ridgeland:  They will hold a 
White Elephant Sale in Novem-
ber to fund the food bank and 
help with the needs of the 
church. 

St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Women’s Club in Walterboro:   
The women continue to partici-
pate in the monthly breakfast 
and having monthly Bingo in 
the nursing home.  They held a 
clothing drive for foster chil-
dren in Foster Care.  They col-
lected school supplies and 
filled 8 back packs for foster 
children in DSS and donated 
the remaining to the school to 
help the most needy.  Last 
weekend was Taste of St. An-
thony where members pre-
pared a recipe from their cook-
book to raise money.  The 
cookbooks were also sold at 
the event. 

Women of St. Peter’s:  A 
brunch was held on September 
10th in honor of Father Bob’s 
50th Anniversary.  He is a re-
tired priest in residence at St. 
Peter’s who helps out with 
masses at the Marine Corps Air 
Station.  Welcome Aboard                                                         

Deanery Corner  

Coastal—Elease Amos Goodwin     Columbia-Midlands—Delores Gilliard       Low Country—Joan Valesente      

PeeDee—Marlene Grover      Piedmont—Kathleen Merritt    
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receptions were help after the 
masses to welcome Father Paul 
MacNeil, the new pastor, and 
for Sister Judy Holler, the new 
principal of St. Peter’s School. 

Women of St. Francis:  Their 
first meeting was held on  
“Fellowship Sunday,” Septem-
ber 4th.  They had 3 tables:  
one to promote the deanery 
and hand our the new LDCCW 
brochure, one for their mem-
bership drive, and one to ad-
vertise Fire at the Beach.  They 
are currently working on plans 
for the annual fashion show, 
which is a major fundraiser.  
Tickets are on sale for the trip 
to Yemassee on Oct. 20th.  
They will visit the old Shelton 
Church ruins and plantations 
in the area.  A day of reflection 
will be held on Oct. 29th where 
Deacon Joe Nazarro will speak 
on “A Funny Thing Happened 
on the Way to Church.” 

Women of St. Gregory the 
Great:  They keep a Change Jar 
for people to drop their loose 
change in before the meetings.  
Last year they collected $150 to 
send to a third world country.  
This year, they are very excited 
about the Cross Int’l Catholic 
Outreach/Women Helping 
Women program and plan to 
be even more generous and 
contribute to the program on 
Human Trafficking-Vietnam.  
They are also enthusiastic 
about selling tickets for the 
Italian Heritage Festival. 

 

 

Pee Dee: 
Marlene Grover, 
President     

Martini53@sc.rr.     
com 

Dear Sisters in 
Christ, 

Fall is here and with the Grace 
of  God the affiliates are excited 
to begin the year with new ac-
tivities and enthusiasm.  This 
past week alone I have visited 
four of the six affiliates in the 
Pee Dee . The Deanery placed 
an ad in The Miscellany encour-
aging women to join their re-
spective affiliates.  We have 
compiled a brochure giving a 
descriptive background of our 
wonderful organization to be 
handed out at various events. 

It is a new year, new ideas, new 
projects to give us a fresh look.  
One of the projects we have 
planned is to have a Pee Dee 
Deanery/Council Sunday Mass 
alternating at the various 
churches followed by lunch.   
The first will be held at Our 
Lady Star of the Sea on Sunday, 
September 18th at the noon 
Mass followed by lunch at 
Ryan’s Restaurant.  Women will 
wear the Deanery color red, 
process into church, and sit in 
the front pews.  Our goal is to be 
more visible in the parish com-
munity and to make a statement 
of who we are! 

Our Lady Star of the Sea Ladies 
Guild; Julia Hungerford, Presi-
dent:   The ladies helped with a 
Mass on 9/11 in honor of those 
who had died and volunteered 
at a luncheon following Mass. 

They are holding a “Rosary 
Crusade” on October 15th in 
the church parking lot.  The 
new Gift Shop is now run com-
pletely by the Ladies Guild!  
The ladies are very active in 
volunteering in their “Outreach 
Soup Kitchen” every Thursday 
from 4:30-7:30 PM.  Their 
“Shiara Food Pantry” opened 
on Sept. 14th at OLSS.  This is 
a “client friendly” pantry 
where Guild volunteers help 
those that are less fortunate.  
The ladies will be working at 
the Church Craft Fair Novem-
ber 11-13. Also, members are 
working on making lap throws 
for the residents of “Summit 
Place” (assisted living) to be 
given out at Christmas. 

St. Michaels Women’s Guild; 
Michelle Brandenburg, Presi-
dent:  Postcards were sent to all 
new women of the parish invit-
ing them to their first meeting 
of the year on Sept. 12th.   The 
ladies will donate baked goods 
for sale at the Harvest Festival 
on Oct. 8th at their church.  All 
proceeds from the festival will 
benefit the parish school.  Also 
in October they will hold their 
annual Communion Breakfast.  
Once a month ladies volunteer 
to work at the area soup 
kitchen.  For their December 
meeting, the ladies are collect-
ing shoe boxes filled with good-
ies and items for poor children 
at St. Cyprians.  Their goal is 
75 shoe boxes! 

St. Andrew Women’s Club; 
Edie Van Demark, President:  
Twelve new members joined at 
their first meeting on Sept. 12. 

Deanery Corner (continued from page 3) 
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On Sept. 24th, they will hold a 
picnic at Briarcliff Acres for 
members and spouse/guest.  St. 
Andrew’s Day will be held on 
Nov. 30th.  There will be a 
Mass at 5:30 PM followed by a 
reception by the Women’s 
Club.  The ladies are busy 
planning for this event by mak-
ing decorations and desserts.  
Women volunteered to help Sr. 
Pat with visitation and distri-
bution of Communion at the 
area hospital on weekends.  
They also volunteered to send 
cards to the families of de-
ceased members.  There will be 
a bake sale in the fall.  They 
will also be participating in the 
Belk Charity Days to raise 
money for their various pro-
jects. 

Women of St. Anthony in Flor-
ence; Wendy Ahearn, Presi-
dent:  On Sept. 13th, the 
women held a Covered Dish 
Membership Drive and col-
lected food for the area Hospice 
House and had a very good 
turnout.  On Sept. 30th and 
Oct. 1st, the women will volun-
teer at the 2nd Annual Parish 
Fall Festival selling food, help-
ing with the Talent Show, do-
nating desserts, and working 
the Cake Walk.  Proceeds will 
benefit the Parish and School.  
In October they will be provid-
ing breakfast and lunch for the 
“Marriage for Life” weekend.  
In December they will coordi-
nate the annual Angel Tree 
where gifts are taken to a local 
nursing home.  A special note 
to Wendy and her son who 
made 75 peanut butter and 
jelly sandwiches for the “Park- 

ing Lot Mission!”  The homeless 
and  those who need food bene-
fited by their kindness along 
with the works of others.  What 
a wonderful role model Wendy 
is to her son in demonstrating 
the gift of giving! 

St. Mary’s Council of Catholic 
Women; Cherrin Moore, Presi-
dent:  They held their 1st meet-
ing on Sept. 13th and presented 
a program called “Samaratin’s 
Purse/Shoebox Christmas.”  
Their meetings will be held on a 
quarterly basis this year.  In Oc-
tober, they will participate in 
the local Life Chain. In Novem-
ber, they will be collecting items 
for Thanksgiving to be pre-
sented to a family or families. 
Several of their members will 
be attending the NCCW Na-
tional Convention in Chicago 
November 9-13.  In December, 
the ladies will participate with 
the K of C in a joint Christmas 
Party.  In addition, they will 
continue with their service to 
the church as lectors, Eucharis-
tic ministers, greeters, ushers, 
altar care, Birthright of George-
town, and prayer shawl minis-
try in conjunction with Tide-
lands Hospice. 

St. James Ladies Guild; Diane 
Pauls, President:  Their first 
meeting will be held on Sept. 
19th, which will be a planning 
meeting for the year.  They have 
worked hard in the past few 
months serving food at several 
funerals.  They also served at 
Fr. Rick’s retirement party.  
Their new priest, Fr. Tim Li-
jewski, started on Sept. 5th.  
The ladies will work at the 

Parish Italian Feast on Sept. 
24th.  This fundraiser raises 
money each year for the Parish 
and community projects.  The 
ladies continue to help with 
several ministries within the 
parish. 

God has blessed us in many 
ways!  We keep all of our fel-
low “Sisters in Christ” in our 
prayers. 

 

 

Piedmont: 
Kathleen Mer-
ritt, President 

Kathleen@                                     
catholic-doc.org 

                          
The women of 
the Piedmont Deanery gathered 
on Sunday, June 12, 2011, at 
Manigault’s La Vielle Maison 
Restaurant for a general meet-
ing and the President’s Recog-
nition Banquet.  The Deanery 
President’s Award was given to 
St. Anthony of Padua’s Women 
Council for their hard work in 
providing a meal for bereaved 
families and friends following 
the Christian Burial of parish-
ioners.  St. Mary’s Women’s 
Club also received the same 
award for their outstanding 
financial contribution to their 
parish in the form of college 
scholarship money and support 
of other parish programs. 

The deanery president at-
tended the St. Mary’s of the An-
gels Women’s Club (Anderson) 
event featuring life coach and 
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author Valerie Burton.  A per-
sonal invitation was extended 
to the president of the Women’s 
Club to become active again 
with the deanery.  A follow-up 
letter was sent inviting their 
members to be our guests at 
our fall meeting on Sept. 18th.  
Their president responded with 
interest and said she would try 
to send someone to represent 
them at the meeting, even 
though they have a major event 
happening that same day. 

The deanery president talked 
with Fr. Dwight Longenecker, 
pastor of Our Lady of the Ro-
sary, Greenville, and Fr. David 
Pham, Vicar for the Vietnamese 
Ministry, asking for their sup-
port in the recruitment of 
women for the council.  Both 
agreed to support the effort. 

St. Anthony of Padua Women’s 
Council:  The annual “Back to 
School Party” for community 
children took place on Aug. 6th 
at the W. Greenville Commu-
nity Center.  Over 100 children 
received a backpack filled with 
school supplies.  The women of 
the Council volunteered their 
service at the “Diamonds and 
Denim” fundraiser for the 
school.  Serving a meal after 
the Christian burial of parish-
ioners continues as a very ap-
preciative ministry. 

St. Mary’s Women’s Club:  
Held their 1st annual Retreat 
for women of St. Mary’s Parish 
at the Monastery of St. Clare’s 
Retreat House on August 13th.  
This one-day event consisted of 
speakers and a luncheon.  

There were 28 women in atten-
dance.  Discussions are under-
way to establish a new Be-
reavement Committee.  Mem-
bers are assisting the church as 
they prepare their new Church 
Directory.  The members will 
help fill out paperwork and 
direct parishioners to the pho-
tography session during Sept. 
and Oct.  They have begun the 
process of having their annual 
Christmas Ornament (#11 in 
the Series) made and will start 
pre-sales in Oct.  Their Annual 
Welcome Event/Membership 
Drive is Sept. 25th.  Activity 
tables will be set up with infor-
mation about how each one is 
planned and operated and will 
also be manned by members 
who have been involved in 
each activity to answer ques-
tions.  Food, ice breaker games, 
and prizes along with the 
Club’s brochure and pertinent 
information are also on the list!  
The Commission Chairs have 
begun their plans for the year 
and will include Birthright of 
Greenville, Bible Study, Prayer 
Groups, Altar Guild, Day of 
Recollection,  Fairy Godmoth-
ers on Pins and Needles, 
shawls and hats for cancer pa-
tients, Annual Christmas 
Bake/Craft Sale, DDSN Annual 
Thanksgiving Dinner food and 
worker volunteers, Haitian 
fund raising, Nazareth Chil-
dren’s Home in Uganda fund 
raising, Project Host Soup 
Kitchen volunteers, and a St. 
Mary’s Health Initiative, to 
name a few. 

may invite guests to attend at a 

small fee.  We are sure you will 

enjoy the sessions while making 

an investment in your leader-

ship growth as an officer or a 

member. 

NCCW Election—On-line Vot-

ing.  The deadline to vote in this 

years NCCW election is on Fri-

day, September 30th.  We have 

candidates running from the 

Province.  They are Joan Mack, 

candidate for the Nominating 

Committee and Alison Mimms, 

candidate for President Elect.  

We need to show our full sup-

port.  Every vote counts!  Win-

ners will be announced at the 

NCCW Convention in Chicago, 

November 12, 2011. 

During these past summer 

months, I continued to represent 

council through attendance at 

deanery meetings, affiliate meet-

ings, and Atlanta Archdiocesan 

Convention; supporting fund-

raisers; preparing and sending 

lots of communications-written, 

electronic and in person; and 

welcoming new affiliate and 

members. 

Two years as a Diocesan Presi-

dent goes by very quickly.  There 

is still much to do.  In order for 

us to continue to be successful 

good planning, re-evaluating, 

upgrading and collaborative net-

working are encouraged for the 

growth of SCCCW.  We repre-

sent an organization of women of 

many talents.  We must em-

brace, mentor and encourage 

each other in the paths God has 

for us.  This is where Leadership  

Development begins; and then 

with our enthusiasm we must  

Deanery Corner (continued from page 5) 
President’s Report 
(continued from page 1) 

Continued top of page 7 
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pass the baton!  “To God be the 

Glory.” 

With best regards,                       

Barbara J. Birds 

 

Church:  
Phyllis Atkins   

jpatkins2@hargray.  
com 

                             
Once again we 
come to a very 
busy time of the 
year when most churches are 
readying for their Christmas Ba-
zaars and fundraising activities 
that will sustain a certain pro-
ject or program.  So it is with us, 
the South Carolina Council of 
Catholic Women, as we prepare 
for the beginning of the year for 
most of our affiliates.  I would 
like to suggest some of the 
things you could do to enhance 
your Church commission ideas.   

 First and foremost, continue 
to pray for an increase in 
vocations to the priesthood 
and the religious life, 

 Become familiar with the 
Liturgy of the Hours and 
utilize the prayer given to us 
by the Church, 

 Stay in tune to the changes 
that are taking place in the 
Liturgy that will begin dur-
ing Advent. There will be 12 
changes to our responses or 
prayers of the priest during 
our Mass celebration. 

Commission Corner—State Chairs  
Church—Phyllis Atkins      Community—Marion Alexander       Family—Jeanette Tobin      International—Wilma Lucas            

Legislation—Ruthann Howard              Multicultural—Wilma Lucas                Organization—Joan Mack           

 Try and encourage your 
pastor to promote and 
celebrate Council on all 
rings with suggested Inter-
cessions at Sunday Mass 
during the month of Octo-
ber.   

 In the May/June 2010 issue 
of the “Catholic Woman” 
magazine examples of sug-
gested intercessions were 
provided, or your could 
write your own including 
your own affiliate along 
with SCCCW and NCCW. 

 Remember to pray for the 
Dead during the month of 
November and the poor 
and the hungry who may 
not be celebrating a Happy 
Thanksgiving. 

 December begins the cele-
bration of Advent, when 
Christ our Savior is born.  
Trees and trimmings once 
again bring to mind those 
suffering in the nursing 
homes that only get some-
thing from the “Angel 
Tree” once a year.  Re-
member them more often 
along with the children 
who are afforded the same 
tokens or gifts once a year! 

 Continue to promote the 
NCCW Campaign for Hu-
man Dignity throughout 
the year. 

 

 

 In the most recent issue of 
the “Catholic Woman” 
magazine, Joanne Pohland, 
(National) Spirituality 
Commission Chair, sug-
gested we encourage a re-
treat as a way of “re-
creating” ourselves.  Mat-
thew Kelly, in his book 
“Rediscover Catholicism,” 
tells us that “thought deter-
mines action.”  That is why 
contemplation, which can 
be accomplished through 
pilgrimages and retreats, is 
so important to our lives.  
Consider making a retreat 
this year, or consider spon-
soring one for others.  You 
never know what God is 
trying to tell you unless you 
take the time to “listen” to 
Him in silence. 

Finally, my dear Sisters in 
Christ, this summer has been 
particularly hard on the 
SCCCW with the loss of our 
moderator, Father William 
Pentis, and more recently, our 
sister Judy.  There is a text   
from the Latin Requiem Mass 
whose English translation is  
“Life is changed, not taken 
away.”  This sentiment is ech-
oed in the preface of Christian 
Death 1, “life is changed, not 
ended” where the Church pro-
fesses that for those marked by 
the sign of faith, death is not 
the end, but a return to the Fa-
ther’s House and eternal life in 
Christ. 



Commission Corner (continued from page 7) 
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Commu-
nity:  Marion  
Alexander      

marmalex@bell     
south.net 

“A man hath 
joy by the an-

swer of his mouth:  and a 
word spoken in due season, 
how good is it!”   ~Proverbs 
15:23                        The goal of 
Community Concerns is to 
connect the affiliates with the 
National Council of Catholic 
Women (NCCW).  The activi-
ties that will obtain this goal 
are as follows: 

 To expand the activities 
that the affiliates are now 
doing, and 

 Keeping track of how 
much of an impact the pro-
grams have in their com-
munities and how they can 
be improved. 

Take an active role in the 
community activities that are 
in place, such as cell phone 
drives for the women’s shel-
ters, serving as educational 
tutors, providing clothing for 
battered women to return to 
work, and to bring younger 
and older women together to 
work on projects in their com-
munity. 

The NCCW concern that was 
initiated at the SCCCW Con-
vention focused on Human 
Trafficking.  President Obama 
declared January the 
“National Slavery and Human 
Trafficking Prevention  

Month.”  The existence of mod-
ern slavery and human traf-
ficking is a $9 billion business, 
according to the “In These 
Times” 2010 publication. 

What can Catholic women do? 

 Educate our communities, 

 Promote legislation and 
public policies to eradicate 
trafficking and slavery, and 

 Address the social, cultural 
and economic causes of 
trafficking and slavery. 

Additional information can be 
obtained from visiting: 

www.humantrafficking.org/pu
blications/606  

www.inthesetimes.com/humant
rafficking.com   

Please submit your ideas to me 
on how we can support NCCW 
and our community in address-
ing this issue.   

Thank you.              

                  
Family:  
Jeannette 
Tobin  

Hijjayinva@low  
country.com 

This year, my 
reports will be 
about Demen-
tia, specifically, Alzheimer’s.  
In the years to come, many of 
us will be caregivers and this 
may fall to our children in the 
future.  Of course, we hope sci-
ence will develop a cure.  I 

have included information 
obtained from The Alz-
heimer’s Association of South 
Carolina along with the South 
Carolina Alzheimer Statistics. 

My first report will be the Ten 
Signs of Alzheimer’s Disease.  
The following reports will be: 
Communication—best ways to 
interact with the person with 
dementia; Responding to Be-
haviors—what causes demen-
tia-related behavior like ag-
gression and how to respond; 
and Activities at Home—
Planning the day for the per-
son with dementia. 

We must have the most recent 
information regarding demen-
tia because Alzheimer’s will 
be a family concern for many 
in our communities. 

                                                
10 SYMPTOMS OF ALZ-
HEIMER’S: 

Memory loss that disrupts life 
is not a typical part of aging.  
It may be a symptom of Alz-
heimer’s: a fatal brain disease 
that causes a slow decline in 
memory, thinking and reason-
ing skills.  Every individual 
may experience one or more 
of these signs in different de-
grees.  If you notice any of 
them, please see a doctor.   

1.  Memory loss that disrupts 
daily life.  One of the most 
common signs of Alzheimer’s 
is memory loss, especially for-
getting recently learned infor-
mation.  Others include forget-
ting important dates or events; 
asking for the same informa- 
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tion over and over; relying on 
memory aides (reminder 
notes or electronic devices) or 
family members for things 
they used to handle on their 
own.  What’s a typical age-
related change?  Sometimes 
forgetting names or appoint-
ments, but remembering 
them later. 

2.  Challenges in planning or 
solving problems.  Some peo-
ple may experience changes 
in their ability to develop and 
follow a plan or work with 
numbers.  They may have 
trouble following a familiar 
recipe or keeping track of 
monthly bills.  The may have 
difficulty concentrating and 
take much longer to do things 
than they did before.  What’s 
a typical age-related change?  
Making occasional errors 
when balancing a checkbook. 

3.  Difficulty completing fa-
miliar tasks at home, at 
work, or at leisure.  People 
with Alzheimer’s often find it 
hard to complete daily tasks.  
Sometimes, people may have 
trouble driving to a familiar 
location, managing a budget 
at work or remembering the 
rules of a favorite game.  
What’s a typical age-related 
change?  Occasionally need-
ing help to use the settings on 
a microwave or to record a 
television show. 

4.  Confusion with time or 
place.  People with Alz-
heimer’s can lose track of 
dates, seasons and the pas-
sage of time.  They may have   

trouble understanding some-
thing if it is not happening im-
mediately.  Sometimes they may 
forget where they are or how 
they got there.  What’s a typical 
age-related change?  Getting 
confused about the day of the 
week but figuring it out later. 

5.  Trouble understanding vis-
ual images and spatial relation-
ships.  For some people, having 
vision problems is a sign of Alz-
heimer’s.  They may have diffi-
culty reading, judging distance 
and determining color or con-
trast.  In terms of perception, 
they may pass a mirror and 
think someone else is in the 
room.  They may not realize 
they are the person in the mir-
ror.  What’s a typical age-
related change?  Vision changes 
related to cataracts. 

6.  New problems with words in 
speaking or writing.  People 
with Alzheimer’s may have 
trouble following or joining a 
conversation.  They may stop in 
the middle of a conversation 
and have no idea how to con-
tinue or they may repeat them-
selves.  They may struggle with 
vocabulary, have problems find-
ing the right word or call things 
by the wrong name.  What’s a 
typical age-related change?  
Sometimes having trouble find-
ing the right word. 

7.  Misplacing things and losing 
the ability to retrace steps.  A 
person with Alzheimer’s disease 
may put things in unusual 
places.  They may lose things 
and be unable to go back over 
their steps to find them again.  

Sometimes, they may accuse 
others of stealing.  This may oc-
cur more frequently over time.  
What’s a typical age-related 
change?  Misplacing things from 
time to time, such as a pair of 
glasses or the remote control. 

8.  Decreased or poor judgment.  
People with Alzheimer’s may 
experience changes in judgment 
or decision-making.  For exam-
ple, they may use poor judgment 
when dealing with money, giv-
ing large amounts to telemar-
keters.  They may pay less at-
tention to grooming or keeping 
themselves clean.  What’s a 
typical age-related change?  
Making a bad decision once in a 
while. 

9.  Withdrawal from work or 
social activities.  A person with 
Alzheimer’s may start to remove 
themselves from hobbies, social 
activities, work projects or 
sports.  They may have trouble 
keeping up with a favorite 
sports team or remembering 
how to complete a favorite 
hobby.  They may also avoid 
being social because of the 
changes they have experienced.  
What’s a typical age-related 
change?  Sometimes feeling 
weary of work, family and so-
cial obligations. 

10.  Changes in mood and per-
sonality.  The mood and person-
ality of people with Alzheimer’s 
can change.  They can become 
confused, suspicious, depressed, 
fearful or anxious.  They may be 
easily upset at home, at work, 
with friends or in places where 
they are out of their comfort   
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zone.  What’s a typical age-
related change?  Developing 
very specific ways of doing 
things and becoming irritable 
when a routine is disrupted. 

 

International:  Wilma 
Lucas 

MITmom7@aol. 
com                          

Pope Paul VI:  
“If you want 
peace, work 
for justice.”   

As Catholic 
women we are urged to seek 
global solidarity in our quest 
for international peace.  As a 
group, SCCCW and NCCW 
have put much energy into 
feeding the hungry, clothing 
the naked, and providing wa-
ter for the thirsty in impover-
ished countries.  Now we are 
asked to put an end to the 
injustices that fuel conflict in 
our world.  How can we help 
without becoming over-
whelmed? 

We hear the cry of the poor, 
the disenfranchised, the mar-
ginalized not only in our 
country but throughout the 
world.  SCCCW has pledged 
continued support to Catholic 
Relief Services as well as the 
Catholic Charities USA, aid-
ing earthquake and flood vic-
tims whenever and wherever 
disaster strikes. 

The NCCW has teamed with 
Cross International to work              

with women’s issues in specific 
areas of Africa and Asia.  Some 
of our affiliates and deaneries 
have already answered that 
call.  We can only take small 
steps, but together we can make 
a difference. 

Each year, Bread for the World 
asks us to plead with our Sena-
tors and Congressmen to forgive 
the huge debts that third world 
countries bear, payments that 
cut into essentials such as food, 
health services, and other neces-
sities for those indigent citizens. 

Amnesty International fights to 
win freedom for political pro-
testers that have been impris-
oned unjustly.  Their efforts for 
“A Conspiracy of Hope” and 
“Human Rights Now” have 
helped shut down torture cham-
bers and halted executions.   

Many of these justice issues im-
pact residents of the US as well 
as other countries.  The plights 
of immigrants is worldwide and 
to resolve it is critical.  Undocu-
mented workers were hired to 
do menial jobs for inadequate 
wages.  Now the problem seems 
unmanageable but we must 
pray and work with our legisla-
tors for an equitable solution. 

 

Multicultural:  Wilma Lucas 

This past spring, Bishop Robert 
E. Guglielmone joined the 
United Conference of Catholic 
Bishops in calling for compre-
hensive federal immigration re-
form.  Like many of us, he was 

disappointed that the “Dream 
Act” did not get passed by the 
US Congress.  That Congres-
sional Act would have been a 
good start toward fair and equi-
table reform.  Consequently, 
some states have enacted very 
restrictive legislation.  SC has 
passed a law that prohibits any 
undocumented person from at-
tending local and state colleges.  
In the past, those students were 
allowed to do so if they paid 
out-of-state tuition, helping the 
coffers of our under funded 
schools of higher learning.  
Some colleges have bemoaned 
that restriction. 

This past year, I attended a 
hearing in Myrtle Beach in 
which SC legislators sought in-
put on Arizona style reform.  
Many local residents vented 
their frustrations with some 
very emotional concerns, some 
of which were not well docu-
mented.  Seeking balance and 
justice for undocumented immi-
grants, especially students who 
entered this country with their 
parents and whose return to 
their native countries would 
pose emotional as well as finan-
cial hardships went unheeded.  
Studies and commentaries by 
educators, members of the 
Quaker Community and the 
League of Women Voters pre-
sented views that were in line 
with the social teachings of the 
Catholic Church.  The call for 
human rights, the dignity of the 
individual, and respect for fami-
lies who have native born chil-
dren as well as undocumented 
persons were hotly debated,  
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with much of the discussion 
centered on criminal acts and 
illegal status of immigrants. 

My father was a legal immi-
grant who was proud to be a 
naturalized citizen, a man 
whose patriotism was beyond 
reproach.  I was saddened by 
all the skepticism, anger and 
frustration.  With our Bishop, 
I pray that the broken immi-
gration system in our country 
will be fixed in a way that is 
just and compassionate. 

 

Pat Langston,   

Atlanta Province 

Director 

patlangston@gmail.   

com 

On May 16, 2011, 

Atlanta Province Secretary and 

Treasurer Cherrin Moore and I 

had the pleasure of joining the 

ladies of AACCW (Archdioceses 

of Atlanta Council of Catholic 

Women) at their annual brunch 

with Archbishop Gregory.  We 

felt honored to be invited.  The 

Archbishop and the ladies made 

us feel so welcome.  Of course, 

the food was delicious! 

I attended the NCCW (National 

Council of Catholic Women) 

Board of Directors‟ Meeting at 

the Washington Retreat House 

in Washington, D.C. on June 16-

17, 2011.  On Thursday evening, 

June 16th, we broke into com-

mittee meetings.  I am serving 

on the Finance Committee this 

year. 

I sent a letter and information 

packet to Bishop-Elect Hart-

mayer introducing myself to him.  

I also sent a letter of introduc-

tion to the new Moderator for 

SDCCW (Savannah Diocesan 

Council of Catholic Women ), 

Rev. Douglas Clark and the new 

AACCW moderator, Rev. Wil-

liam Williams. 

Voting online for NCCW officers 

began on September 1st.  If you 

have not received your informa-

tion for voting, or if you have 

questions regarding the election 

or candidates, please contact me. 

The deadline for voting is Sep-

tember 30th.  If there is a need 

for a run-off election, you will be 

notified online.  More on this 

will be made available soon. 

A province meeting was held on 

September 9, 2011 prior to the 

opening of the 55th Annual 

AACCW Convention.  President 

Barbara Birds, Past Presidents 

Harriet Condon, Lindamarie 

Richardson, Mary Sue Barnum, 

and I attended from SCCCW.  A 

Paula Dean basket, valued at 

$300+, was raffled during the 

convention.  Money raised will 

help with funding the province.  

Lindamarie Richardson was re-

sponsible with help from Pat 

Webb for putting the basket to-

gether.  The basket was beauti-

ful and raised over $600. 

I am looking forward to repre-

senting you at the 91st Annual 

NCCW Convention in Chicago 

in November.  Please pray for 

safe travel for those attending. 

 

God Bless, 

Pat Langston,                         

Atlanta Province Director 

Mary Sue Barnum,             

SCCCW Province Representa-

tive  
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Down Syndrome Awareness Month   (I have graciously been en-

couraged and allowed to share my personal journey. ~Pat Webb    “This story is a gift to us and with the blessings of the SCCCW 

President.   It is a connection to our Spirituality and so important as we celebrate Respect for Life Month.” ~President Birds.) 

According to studies re-

ported by the National Cen-

ter for Bioethics Informa-

tion, slightly more than 

nine out of 10 women who 

receive a prenatal diagnosis 

of Down syndrome choose to 

abort their babies. 

Some pro-life advocates fear 

that rate will increase with 

the development of a new, 

noninvasive test for the condi-

tion that doctors say will be 

able to be administered as 

early as the ninth week of 

pregnancy—before many ex-

pectant parents announce 

their status.  The only tests 

currently available so early in 

pregnancy carry a slight risk 

of miscarriage, so many 

women avoid them. 

“I take this personally,” 

Courtney Elbert said.  “To me, 

it‟s a eugenic bulls-eye drawn 

on these babies.  Life, which is 

a work of God, should not be 

denied to anyone.  I cannot 

apologize for my son, because 

he is a gift.” 

October is Down Syndrome 

Awareness Month, and the 

families of children and adults 

with the condition are eager to 

get the word out about their 

loved ones and the way those 

with Down syndrome have 

affected their families.  Dio-

ceses and parishes are in-

creasing their efforts to serve 

families and individuals with 

Down syndrome, whether by 

offering special religious educa-

tion or including them in regular 

religious education or in Catholic 

schools.  The National Catholic 

Partnership on Disability offers 

training webinars on ministering 

to people and families with dis-

abilities and additional support 

for diocesan disability directors 

and other personnel. 

Some parents of children with 

Down syndrome say they under-

stand the dread that expectant 

mothers and fathers might feel 

about a 

prenatal 

diagnosis 

of Down 

syndrome, 

because 

they once 

felt scared 

and over-

whelmed.  

But most 

of them 

have 

learned 

that real-

ity is far 

different 

from their 

fears.  

(Michelle 

Martin, 

Our Sun-

day Visitor 

Newsweekly, 10/2/2011) 

“I had a terrible headache every 

day for 3 solid weeks after Mi-

chael was born and wouldn‟t see 

anyone.  I just wanted to be left 

alone,” said Pat Webb, mother of 

Michael pictured above.  “I had no  

idea I would give birth to a Down 

syndrome child.  I was 27 years 

old and this should not be hap-

pening to me! 

After he was born, a genetic spe-

cialist was called in to examine 

Michael and a blood test was 

done to test his chromosomes.  

You have to be mistaken, I 

thought!  My 52 year old father 

had just died a month earlier (9-

11-82) of colon cancer, my hus-

band had just been laid-off from 

his job with United States Steel 

Corporation (during the massive 

steelworker layoffs of the 80‟s in 

Pittsburgh, PA), and now my 

baby may be Down syndrome?   I 

remember telling God to move on 

to someone else as my shoulders 

were getting very heavy.  I just 

could not deal with anymore 

trauma.   

A social worker was sent in for 

support and sat at my hospital 

bedside for 3 days and I never 

spoke a word to her except hello 

and goodbye.  I just needed time  

SCCCW Corresponding 

Secretary Pat Webb’s 

son Michael is pictured 

here on the right with 

his new friend, An-

thony, also Down syn-

drome.  They met at a K 

of C event in Greenville. 

Michael, soon-to-be age 29 on Oc-

tober 26, with his first girlfriend, 

Lauren, also Down syndrome. 



 Volume 2, Issue 2                                                                                           SCCCW                                                                                                       Page 13 

Down Syndrome Awareness Month (continued from page 12) 

to comprehend yet another cri-

sis in the past 6 weeks of my 

life and wanted to be alone 

with my thoughts and conver-

sations with God.  And, believe 

me, I had a lot to say! 

During my 3 day wait for the 

blood test results I had con-

cluded that he probably was 

Down syndrome and for some 

reason this is the child God de-

cided to send to me and prayed 

for wisdom and guidance to 

care for him.  I still joke to this 

day that I never got the “How 

To Operate Michael” book. 

I am an only child and I think 

the fact that my family was not 

very supportive of my intension 

to keep my son only made me 

more determined and stronger.  

My own mother urged me to 

give him up for adoption and 

told me, “I‟m glad your father 

didn‟t live to see this.”  My 

mother-in-law kept sprinkling 

holy water on Michael as he 

lay in his incubator, and my 

husband could not compose 

himself— we later divorced.  I 

felt like I was having an out-of-

body experience looking at 

them from my hospital bed and 

yet not hearing what they were 

saying.  It reminded me of a 

circus and I wanted them all to 

leave. 

Today, Michael is a healthy 

soon-to-be 29 year old on Octo-

ber 26 with a wonderful sense 

of humor—just like my father!  

He made his Communion and 

Confirmation with his religious 

ed classmates, graduated high 

school, and works at the local 

DDSN (Dept. of Disabilities & 

Special Needs) Center.  He can 

read enough to get by and is 

very good at writing, both 

printing and cursive. In fact, 

we refer to him as a „human 

copy machine!‟  He loves any-

thing Disney and has visited 

Disney World many times.  

I am so thankful that God gave 

me the strength and determi-

nation to bring my son home 

and the wisdom and guidance  

to raise and care for him.  I 

couldn‟t imagine life without 

„my buddy!‟ “ 

Pat Webb, SCCCW              

Corresp. Secretary  

                                           

What is Down Syndrome?  

Down Syndrome is a genetic 

condition that causes delays in 

physical and intellectual devel-

opment.  People with Down syn-

drome have three copies of 

the number 21 chromosome 

instead of the usual two cop-

ies.  It is the most frequently 

occurring chromosomal disor-

der, with about one in every 

691 babies having it.  It is not 

related to race, nationality, 

religion or socioeconomic 

status.  The incidence for 

Down syndrome increases with 

advancing maternal age, but 80 

percent of children with Down 

syndrome are born to women 

under 35 years of age.   

Babies with Down syndrome  

generally have low muscle tone, 

a single crease across the palm 

of the hand, a slightly flattened 

facial profile and an upward 

slant to the eyes.  The diagno-

sis must be confirmed by a 

chromosome study. 

Most children with Down syn-

drome have mild to moderate 

impairments, but they also have 

many gifts.  Early intervention 

services including physical, 

speech and developmental 

therapies should be offered 

shortly after birth.  Most chil-

dren attend their neighborhood 

schools, some in regular classes 

and others in special-education 

classes.  Some children have 

more significant needs and re-

quire a more specialized pro-

gram. 

About 40 percent of children 

with Down syndrome have con-

genital heart defects, and they 

have a higher incidence of in-

fection, respiratory, vision and 

hearing problems as well as thy-

roid and other medical condi-

tions than typical children.  

However, with appropriate 

medical care most children and 

adults with Down syndrome can 

lead healthy lives.  The average 

life expectancy of individuals 

with Down syndrome is 55 

years, with many living into 

their 60s and 70s.             
Source:  National Association for Down 

Syndrome. 

patwebb1010@charter.net 
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William F. Pentis Memorial Scholarship 

Congratulations to Mary 

Paluszak, SCCCW‟s 2011 William 

F. Pentis Memorial $1,000 Schol-

arship recipient! 

Mary resides in Mauldin, South 

Carolina and is a member of St. 

Mary‟s Catholic Church in 

Greenville.   She graduated from 

Mother of Divine Grace (an ac-

credited independent study 

school) with a GPA of 3.98.  She 

will attend Benedictine College in 

Atchinson, Kansas and enroll in 

its Blessed Mother Teresa Nurs-

ing Center.  Her career goal is to 

become a Registered Nurse.   

Mary Paluszak                                            
St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 

Greenville                              

 

Our 2011 scholarship winner is 

not only a high achiever, aca-

demically, she is also a very tal-

ented musician who plays the 

piano and guitar and helps lead 

praise and worship music at par-

ish youth group activities. 

“I hope that all I do in the future 

will help me better serve God 

and my fellow man.  Doing the 

will of God in this way is what 

leadership and service means to 

me” ...Mary 

(Visit www.scccw.org to learn 

more about applying for this 

grant.) 

Important Dates 

 NCCW 91st National Convention—November 9-12, 2012, Chicago, Illinois 

 SCCCW Winter Board Meeting—January 7, 2012, Columbia, SC 

 SCCCW Pre-Convention Meeting—January 21, 2012, Columbia, SC 

 SCCCW 82nd Annual Convention—March 9-11, 2012, Embassy Suites Hotel, Columbia, SC  

Host:  Columbia-Midlands Deanery 

Think well.  Speak well.  Do well.  These three things, through the mercy of God, will make 

a man go to heaven.     ~St. Camillus de Lillis 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Sorrow can be alleviated by good sleep, a bath, and a glass of wine.    ~St. Thomas Aqui-
nas 

Let nothing worry you, nothing dismay you, everything passes; God does not change.  If 

you have patience you can do anything.  Those who have God want for nothing; God 

alone is enough.  ~St. Teresa of Avila 

Important Words from the Saints 
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Watch for more news in Winter 2012! 

By Pat Webb 

SCCCW Board of Directors 

President— Barbara J. Birds    

Recording Secretary— Chris 

Segars                                          

Treasurer— Maria Stephens   

Parliamentarian— Monica 

Szymanski                                     

Corresponding Secretary— 

Patricia Webb                                    

Vice Presidents—                         

Elease Amos-Goodwin (Coastal)       

Delores Gilliard (Col-Midlands)       

Joan Valesente (Low Country)        

Marlene Grover (Pee Dee)                

Kathleen Merritt (Piedmont)          

Commission Chairs:                     

Church— Phyllis Atkins              

Community— Marion Alexan-

der                                          

Family— Jeanette Tobin               

International and Multicul-

tural— Wilma Lucas                 

Legislation— Ruthann Howard     

Organization— Joan Mack                          

Membership Committee—

Patricia Mack and Daisey Fer-

rette                                                    

Archives—Ann Mitchum and      

Cecilia Velte                                                       

Web Site Coordinator—Joan 

Mack                                                   

Facility Coordinator—Martha 

Becht                                                    

Historian—Pearlie Harris                

Publicity Coordinator—Lisa   

Summerlin                                       

Website Coordinator— Joan 

Mack 

ATLANTA PROVINCE            

OFFICERS:                      

Director— Pat Langston                

Secretary/Treasurer— Cherrin 

Moore                                               

Representatives— Mary Sue 

Barnum and Leslie Barhyte-

Moulton                                                                                        

Past Presidents:                           

Lindamarie Richardson (2008-

2010)                                          

Mary Sue Barnum (2006-2008)                                   

Cherrin M Moore (2004-2006)            

Joan Mack (2002-2004)                        

Jessie Bowens (2000-2002)                 

Monica Szymanski (1998-2000)         

Pat Langston (1996-1998)                  

Carolyn Heider (1994-1996)                

Ernestine Harris (1990-1992)        

Peggy Waters (1988-1990)        

Harriet Condon (1986-1988)                 

Helen Merritt (1984-1986)             

Randi Olafson (1982-1984)                    

Penny Clements (1976-1978) 

SCCCW Mission Statement 

“...to serve as a medium 

through which the Catholic 

Women of the Diocese may 

speak and act as one unit. 

Its goals are to stimulate the 

work of and render definite 

assistance to the efforts of all 

affiliate organizations to give 

service to the Church.  The  

SCCCW will endeavor to create 

interest in, and to assist in the 

furtherance of the faith and 

well being of the people of the 

Diocese.” 

Church                                              

Family                                             

Community                                            

Legislative                                        

International                                    

Organization 

 Levels of Council  
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